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Abstract

The current study aims to present the prevalence of adverse childhood experiences and examine the
healthcare costs associated with primary, allied, and specialist healthcare services. The Australian
Longitudinal Study on Women's Health is a general health survey of four nationally representative age
cohorts. The current study uses 20 years of survey and administrative data (1996-2015) from the
cohort born 1973-1978. Overall, 41% of women indicated at least one category of childhood
adversity. The most commonly reported type of childhood adversity was having a household member
with a mental illness (16%), with the most commonly reported ACES category being psychological
abuse (17%). Women who had experienced adversity in childhood had higher healthcare costs than
women who had not experienced adversity. The healthcare costs associated with experiences of
adversity in childhood fully justify a comprehensive policy and practice review.

Keywords: Child abuse; child neglect; family dysfunction; health service use; intimate partner violence;
sexual abuse; sexual assault.

LinkOut - more resources

Full Text Sources

Taylor & Francis

Medical

MedlinePlus Health Information

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Loxton+D&cauthor_id=30285583
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Townsend+N&cauthor_id=30285583
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Dolja-Gore+X&cauthor_id=30285583
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Forder+P&cauthor_id=30285583
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Coles+J&cauthor_id=30285583
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1523814
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10538712.2018.1523814
https://medlineplus.gov/familyissues.html

