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Introduction 

State legislatures are responsible for oversight of child welfare systems that involve thousands of children and 
families throughout the nation. This report aims to assist legislators and legislative staff in their efforts to craft 
policy for those children and families by highlighting significant child welfare-related legislation enacted dur
ing the 2009 calendar year.1 

1. The legislation described here reflects emerging issues and key legislative trends related to child welfare. The 
report also includes new laws that address important issues in the child welfare field or institute substantial changes in 
child welfare practice or administration. The report is not intended to be an exhaustive compilation of all new state 
child welfare laws. Further, inclusion of the enactments herein should not be construed to mean that such laws repre
sent “best practice” or are in accord with federal law. 

During 2009, state legislatures paid particular attention to enacting provisions of the new federal Foster
ing Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008. States also worked to improve oversight, 
courts, child protection and the education of children in care. 

Brief descriptions of significant state legislation appear below by issue area in alphabetical order. 

Adoption (see Appendix, p. 15) 

During the 2009 legislative session, a number of states enacted legislation related to the adoption of children 
in the public child welfare system. 

•	 Arizona allowed a court to waive certain requirements that the Department of Economic Security obtain 
parental consent to an adoption if the court determines that waiving the consent requirement is in the 
best interests of the child. 

•	 Arkansas required an adoptive home study before a fast-tracked “Garrett’s Law” baby is adopted. Law
makers also amended certain hearing provisions required during adoptive home studies and allowed par
ents to waive their right to withdraw their adoption consent within 10 days. Further, Arkansas required 
that an adoption information form be given to each petitioner seeking to file an adoption pleading. 

•	 California extended funds appropriated for adoption activities to certain counties to be used to ensure the 
successful adoption of children in foster care for 18 months or more. Legislation also required the depart
ment to reinvest adoption incentive payments into services for the adoption of older children. 

•	 Georgia clarified financial assistance procedures for the adoption of children from the foster care system. 



 

 

 
 

2 State Child Welfare legiSlation: 2009 

•	 Indiana defined children older than age 2 as “hard to place” and thus eligible for state adoption subsidies, and re
quired the department to provide information to the public on approved adoption-supervising agencies. 

•	 Maryland expanded the eligibility of its Post Adoption Support Services Pilot Program. The state also prohibited a 
local department of social services, a guardian or a child placement agency from withholding consent to adoption 
solely because of the disability of a prospective adoptive parent. 

•	 Michigan required the maximum amount of the adoption support subsidy to be equal to the foster care payment 
rate. 

•	 Mississippi allowed the Department of Human Services to perform adoption home studies, which had previously 
been conducted only by state adoption agencies. 

•	 Montana required child-placing agencies to have post-adoptive counseling support programs for birth parents that 
are separate from their program for the care and placement of children. 

•	 Nevada required the court to consider sibling visitation for children placed for adoption by the child welfare 
agency. 

•	 North Carolina allowed courts to order home assessments in grandparent adoptions and required families adopt
ing children in a foreign country to re-adopt once in the United States. 

•	 Oregon required the child welfare agency to establish policies and procedures to implement the Hague Conven
tion on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. 

•	 Tennessee required certain post-adoption services. 

•	 Texas prohibited the collection of fees for verifying the birth information of a child in the custody of the state 
child welfare agency. 

•	 Utah reduced the maximum age of adult adoptees from 21 to 18 and increased maximum amounts that child-
placing agencies or prospective adoptive parents may pay for counseling. The state also allowed siblings of adult 
adoptees to obtain information from the mutual consent, voluntary adoption registry. 

•	 Virginia allowed birth parents to revoke adoption consent and established post-adoption contact and communica
tion agreements. The legislature also allowed courts to grant petitions for adoption in the absence of parental con
sent, with provisions. 

•	 Washington required the department to provide information to prospective adoptive parents on the limits of the 
adoption support program. 

•	 Wyoming allowed adult adoption by specified adoptive parents. 

National Conference of State Legislatures 



 

 

 

3 State Child Welfare legiSlation: 2009 

Child Fatality (see Appendix, p. 18)
 

Child fatality continued to be an area of concern to lawmakers.
 

•	 Arizona required that court proceedings related to child abuse fatalities or near fatalities be open to the public. 
Lawmakers also added the prosecuting attorney and law enforcement to the list of those to be notified of child 
abuse fatalities and near fatalities. 

•	 Arkansas established parameters for the public disclosure of information on child fatalities and near fatalities. 

•	 Maine required that information in child fatality or near fatality cases be made public. 

•	 Tennessee clarified the definition of near fatality. 

•	 Texas required release of certain information in child fatality cases. 

•	 Utah amended the statute of limitations in child abuse homicide cases. 

•	 Vermont required the release of information in near fatality cases. 

Child Protection (see Appendix, p. 19)
 

Lawmakers addressed issues facing children entering state child protection systems.
 

•	 Arizona added unreasonable confinement of a child and permitting a child to be in a structure or vehicle with 
drug-related chemicals to the definition of child abuse. 

•	 Arkansas created a Child Abuse Hotline within the Department of Human Services, provided penalties for a man
dated reporter’s failure to report, and provided confidentiality. The state also amended procedures for removal of a 
person’s name from the central child abuse registry. 

•	 South Dakota revised its confidentiality requirements. 

•	 Tennessee added to the definition of serious bodily injury, deleted authorization for child abuse review teams, and 
redefined the offense of child endangerment. The state also expanded safe-haven facilities. 

•	 Utah established a “Sex Offenders’ Contract with Children” law that set guidelines and penalties for registered sex 
offenders’ contact with children. The state also added viewing child pornography to the definition of sexual exploi
tation of a minor and added penalties for persons who knowingly or intentionally expose children to controlled 
substances. Additionally, lawmakers stipulated that if domestic violence is committed in the presence of more than 
one child, a separate offense is committed for each child. 

•	 Vermont established new crimes of sexual abuse of a minor and aggravated sexual assault of a child and set sex of
fender registry and reporting requirements. Lawmakers also set protocols for reporting on sex offenders who are 
residing with children. 

•	 Virginia established a “Child Protection Accountability System” to collect and disseminate to the public informa
tion on the response to child abuse reports. 
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•	 Wyoming required multidisciplinary child protection teams to make recommendations for the courts on the goals 
for parents to meet when planning to return children home or close the case. 

Children of Incarcerated Parents (see Appendix, p. 21) 

One state addressed children whose parents have been incarcerated. 

•	 California adopted the “Children of Incarcerated Parents Bill of Rights,” to be used as a framework in making de
cisions about services for children. 

Courts and Legal Representation (see Appendix, p. 22)
 

State legislatures see courts as a critical component of state child welfare systems and passed laws to address that role.
 

•	 Maryland prohibited a court from considering a parent or guardian’s mental or physical disability when making 
dispositions for children in need of assistance. 

•	 Missouri established the “Child Witness Protection Act” to protect children testifying in certain judicial proceed
ings. 

•	 Oregon required the courts to provide a written explanation of why placement with a relative is not in the child’s 
best interest. 

•	 South Dakota allowed the appointment of a special advocate in child abuse cases and made permissible court 
statements by children younger than age 13. 

•	 Tennessee specified that various courts have concurrent jurisdiction to hear criminal child abuse prosecutions. 

•	 Utah established a Judicial Council to oversee the Office of the Guardian Ad Litem. 

•	 Washington added provisions for conducting guardian ad litem (GAL) background checks and for matching spe
cially trained GALs with children with special needs. 

Education of Children in Care (see Appendix, p. 23, and the section “Fostering Connections to Success 
and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008,” p. 26) 

The education of children in foster care continued to be of paramount concern to state policymakers. 

•	 Colorado created an Office of Dropout Prevention and Student Re-Engagement to facilitate collaboration be
tween education providers and the child welfare system. The legislation also required training on individualized 
education programs for foster parents. 

•	 Florida required the Department of Children and Families, in placing children, to consider the appropriateness of 
the educational setting and the proximity of the placement to the school in which the child is enrolled at the time 
of placement. Lawmakers also required the Department of Education to obtain information on children in care 
through the Florida Safe Families Network. 

•	 Indiana mandated that caseworkers inform children about scholarship programs for higher education and estab
lished eligibility guidelines for those programs. 

National Conference of State Legislatures 
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•	 Maryland lowered the age of eligibility for tuition exemptions for foster children who have been adopted. 

•	 Missouri required child-placing agencies to promote educational stability. Lawmakers also extended state tuition 
and fee waivers to foster children. Additionally, the state created a “Foster Care Education Bill of Rights” for all 
children in care. 

•	 Texas exempted former foster youth from college tuition and fees at Texas public higher education institutions. 

Finance (see Appendix, p. 24)
 

States took steps to address child welfare system financing options. 


•	 Arkansas appropriated funds for child abuse prevention programs through the State Child Abuse and Neglect Pre
vention Board. 

•	 North Dakota required an interim study of transferring certain child welfare funding responsibility from the 
county to the state. 

Foster Care (see Appendix, p. 24, and the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions 
Act of 2008,” p. 26) 

States continue to pay particular attention to children in the foster care system. 

•	 Arizona established rights for all children in foster care. 

•	 Arkansas allowed certain caregivers of a child in custody to consent to that child’s medical treatment. Legislators 
also required criminal background checks of foster and adoptive parents and exempted children in care from cen
tral registry background checks. 

•	 The District of Columbia prohibited individuals with certain criminal convictions from providing kinship care or 
fostering or adopting children. 

•	 Illinois required annual credit history checks for children in care and a determination of whether any child in 
care’s personal information has been financially exploited. 

•	 Kansas mandated that children younger than age 15 (or 16 or 17 if showing signs of abuse) taken into custody by 
law enforcement be placed in care. 

•	 Louisiana prohibited agencies that issue drivers’ licenses and identification cards from charging fees to foster chil
dren for the issuance of licenses and cards. 

•	 Maryland included residential programs operated under contract with the Department of Juvenile Services and 
foster care homes approved by a local Department of Social Services in the definition of out-of-home placement. 

•	 Nebraska created the Behavioral Health Workforce Act, the Family Behavioral Health Support Act and the Family 
Navigator Program to respond to children’s behavioral health needs. The state also required audits, inspections and 
reviews of all facilities for children in care. 

National Conference of State Legislatures 
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•	 Nevada mandated child abuse screenings for all foster home license applicants. Legislators also required the Divi
sion of Child and Family Services to adopt regulations on the placement of children in foster care. 

•	 Tennessee established procedures for foster parent complaints. 

•	 Texas required the development of a statement of the rights and responsibilities of foster parents and created an 
adoption review committee to evaluate the process for finding permanent placements for foster children and to 
conduct a review of the state’s foster care system. Legislation also required concurrent permanency planning goals. 
The state mandated an employment preference by state agencies or higher education institutions for former foster 
children and added former foster youth to the list of economically disadvantaged individuals for purposes of the 
enterprise zone program. The child welfare agency and the Texas Youth Commission were directed to coordinate 
their efforts. 

•	 Utah transferred foster care citizen review boards to the Division of Child and Family Services. 

•	 Virginia created the “A Place of My Own” program to distribute luggage to children in foster care. 

Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 (see Appendix, 
p. 26) 

The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 provided opportunities for states to do 
the following. 

•	 Extend foster care to youth beyond age 18 up to age 21(optional); 

•	 Offer subsidized guardianship assistance payments to eligible relatives (optional); 

•	 Provide for the health and educational oversight, and educational stability, of children in care (mandatory); 

•	 Provide for the placement of siblings (mandatory); 

•	 Provide adoption assistance for an expanded group of children through revised Federal eligibility criteria for such 
assistance, which de-links adoption assistance from the requirements of the Aid to Families with Dependent Chil
dren program (mandatory); 

•	 Apply for kinship navigator and other family connections grants (optional); 

•	 Identify and notify relatives when children are removed from home (mandatory); 

•	 Provide transitional planning for older youth in care (mandatory); and 

•	 Train additional groups of people using federal funds (optional). 

The act also allows tribes to directly administer foster care, adoption and guardianship programs under the federal title 
IV-E program (optional). For more information on the act, please see the National Conference of State Legislatures’ 
[NCSL’s] summary at http://www.ncsl.org/?tabid=16326. 
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States worked to incorporate the many provisions of the new act. 

•	 Arizona added provisions to ensure that parents provide information to the Department of Economic Security to 
assist in the location of appropriate relatives for children placed in care. 

•	 Arkansas added children eligible for title IV-E foster care payments to the list of children eligible under the state’s 
relative guardianship subsidy program. Lawmakers also required the Department of Human Services to develop a 
transition plan for older youth in care and to identify and provide notice to all adult grandparents and other rela
tives of children in custody. 

•	 California required statutory changes that mandate the Department of Social Services to: 

–	 Expend adoption assistance savings on services such as post-adoption assistance; 

–	 Inform prospective adoptive families of federal and state tax credits; 

–	 Maximize opportunities to work with Indian tribes to operate foster care programs for Indian children; 

–	 Require social workers to exercise due diligence to identify and locate all grandparents, adult siblings and rela
tives of children removed from a home; and 

–	 Develop a plan for overseeing the health of children in care. 

•	 Colorado and New York created subsidized guardianship assistance programs. 

•	 Colorado and Georgia mandated the child welfare agency to exercise due diligence to identify a parent or relative 
of a child removed from his or her home. 

•	 Connecticut authorized courts to identify potential relative caregivers and ordered the Commissioner of Children 
and Families to determine the appropriateness of the placement. 

•	 Indiana directed the agency to negotiate with any Indian tribe that requests an agreement to administer all or part 
of title IV-E. 

•	 Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, North Dakota and Texas required due diligence to identify and notify adult rela
tives and required a plan for educational stability for each child in care. 

•	 Iowa added mentorship, education/housing assistance and health care coverage planning to transitional planning 
for older youth. 

•	 Louisiana required public school systems to allow children in foster care to remain enrolled in the same public 
schools in which they were enrolled when entering foster care. 

•	 Michigan created the Guardianship Assistance Act for financial support for title IV-E–eligible relatives caring for 
children. 

National Conference of State Legislatures 
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•	 Minnesota increased program aid to one county for the cost of implementing Fostering Connections and required 
sibling placement and diligent efforts to identify and notify relatives. 

•	 North Dakota required sibling placement and due diligence to identify and notify relatives. 

•	 Oklahoma created a “Passport Program” to include educational, medical and behavioral health information for all 
children in care. Oklahoma directed the court to require parents and guardians to identify all potential parents and 
relatives for placement of a child. The state also required the agency to exercise due diligence to identify and notify 
all relatives of the child and to make reasonable efforts to place siblings together. 

•	 Texas enacted provisions to assist older youth in care, including extending foster care to age 22; extending adop
tion and permanency care assistance to age 21; developing a permanency care assistance program for eligible rela
tive caregivers; allowing the court to continue jurisdiction after 18; providing trauma-informed training to foster 
parents, kinship caregivers and others; and expanding efforts to improve transition planning. 

•	 Utah required child placement agencies to consider educational stability for children in foster care and required 
courts to attempt to keep sibling groups together. 

•	 Washington extended foster care, with provisions, for youth to age 21 and expanded the current relative guardian
ship program. 

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (see Appendix, p. 31) 

Most states participate in the current Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children to facilitate children’s place
ment outside of their home states. 

•	 Florida authorized adoption of a new “Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children” and established a new 
commission for children placed out-of-state to facilitate information-sharing, oversight and communication 
among member states. 

Investigations (see Appendix, p. 31) 

Policymakers enacted legislation to improve the process of identifying and investigating child maltreatment incidences. 

•	 Georgia expanded the definition of sexual exploitation. 

•	 Illinois established a 5-year “differential response” demonstration program to include “family assessments” to de
termine the need for services to address family safety and subsequent maltreatment, as an alternative to a child 
abuse investigation. 

•	 Indiana defined “assessment” to include a review of safety issues, whether abuse occurred and risk of future abuse. 

•	 Tennessee required certain schools to cooperate with child abuse investigations. 

•	 Wyoming required notification of alleged perpetrators of abuse in substantiated cases. Legislators also directed that 
putative fathers receive notice of child protective proceedings. 
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Kinship Care (see Appendix, p. 36, and the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions 
Act of 2008,” p. 34) 

State lawmakers worked to assist relative and grandparent caregivers caring for children whose parents were cannot ful
fill their parental responsibilities. 

•	 Arkansas repealed its kinship foster care program and required an interim study of the subsidies for low-income 
grandparents and other issues related to grandparents raising grandchildren. 

•	 Florida created the “Zahid Jones, Jr., Give Grandparents and Other Relatives a Voice Act,” which requires that 
records of children in care be maintained properly and be accessible to children and their caregivers. Florida also 
established a “Grandparents and Family Caregivers Day” to acknowledge grandparents and other relatives as val
ued resources. 

•	 Illinois created the “Kinship Navigator Act” to promote kinship care and provide diversity services. 

•	 Indiana expanded the definition of “relative” to include a maternal or paternal grandparent, an adult aunt or uncle 
or any other adult relative suggested by a parent. 

•	 Kansas mandated financial reimbursement, not to exceed the foster parent rate, for eligible grandparents caring for 
children. 

•	 Maryland clarified that the disability of a parent, guardian or relative has limited relevance in children-in-need-of
assistance determinations. 

•	 Montana created a voluntary relative notification registry. 

•	 For purposes of placing a child, Nevada exempted certain relatives from foster care licensure requirements and ex
panded the definition of “relative.” 

•	 Texas mandated that, if a child has not been placed with a relative or other designated caregiver, the child welfare 
agency file with the court an explanation as to why a child has not been placed with a relative or caregiver. Law
makers also required the agency to file information with the court related to relative placement efforts. 

•	 Washington directed the courts to consider whether relative placement is in a child’s best interests and required 
the agency to list on its public Web site its duties to reunify a child with his or her family and allow sibling and 
parent-child visits. 

Oversight/Administration (see Appendix, p. 34) 

State lawmakers provided oversight of the child welfare system in a variety of ways, including by establishing special 
task forces and advisory committees, sharing information, and establishing ombudsman’s offices and performance-
based contracting. 

•	 Arizona gave state legislators standing to bring action regarding the release of confidential child protective services 
information. 

•	 Arkansas extended the Arkansas Legislative Task Force on Abused and Neglected Children. 

National Conference of State Legislatures 
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•	 Connecticut implemented significant measures for addressing oversight of the child welfare system, which re
quired the following: 

–	 An annual report on youth in care living in psychiatric hospitals or out-of-state residential placements, includ
ing their length of stay in such placements; 

–	 Statistics on such children who have become runaway or homeless; 

–	 Information and analysis on older youth with a permanency plan of another planned permanent living ar
rangement (APPLA); 

–	 Information on youth who have refused services offered by the Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

–	 A study on accountability and outcomes for children in foster care; 

–	 A pilot program to increase public access to judicial proceedings; and 

–	 The development of a comprehensive strategic plan for meeting the needs of children and families served by 
the department. 

Connecticut legislators also allowed the DCF to share limited information with the Department of Developmen
tal Disabilities. 

•	 Florida required the Department of Children and Family Services to maintain complete and accurate records of 
children in care and set parameters for sharing confidential information. 

•	 Indiana created a Department of the Child Services Ombudsman to resolve complaints against the department. 

•	 Maryland directed the state and local citizen review boards for children to improve the quality of reviews. The 
state also mandated central registry information-sharing between the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene and 
the Executive Director of  the Social Services Administration. 

•	 Mississippi created a joint legislative study committee to address child and family issues. 

•	 Montana required the Children’s System of Care Planning Committee to study high-risk children with multi-
agency service needs. 

•	 Nevada created a Legislative Committee on Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice to examine child welfare and juve
nile justice issues. The state also created an interagency committee to evaluate the child welfare system. 

•	 Oregon established a “Children’s Wraparound Initiative Advisory Committee” and authorized the provision of 
wraparound services for youth at risk. Oregon also created a Task Force on Disproportionality in Child Welfare 
Foster Care. 

•	 Tennessee required the Department of Children’s Services to consistently apply all policies across the state. Law
makers also directed the Executive Director of the Select Committee on Children and Youth to establish a post-
custody services advisory council. The Select Committee was also mandated to study the effectiveness of the state’s 
child protective services (CPS) system. 

National Conference of State Legislatures 
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•	 Texas required information be given to new parents regarding shaken-baby syndrome and other issues related to 
improving child outcomes. The state also established the Council on Children and Families to coordinate the 
state’s health, education and human services systems. 

•	 Vermont required the state Auditor of Accounts to submit a report on the status of the state’s sexual abuse re
sponse system. 

•	 Washington created a system of performance-based contracting for out-of-home care. The ombudsman’s office was 
also required to investigate foster parent complaints. 

Prescription/Medication (see Appendix, p. 38) 

At least one state enacted provisions for children in care who are prescribed psychotropic medication. 

•	 Oregon required procedures for issuing prescriptions for psychotropic medications for children in foster care. 

Prevention, Treatment of Abuse, and Training (see Appendix p. 38) 

A few states considered prevention and treatment programs for children and families at risk. 

•	 Illinois mandated a family preservation services program for intact, foster and adoptive families experiencing hard
ship due to caring for a child with a developmental disorder. 

•	 Indiana made the Department of Child Services responsible for costs of treatment for a child in care only if the 
costs are reimbursable under the State’s Medicaid program. 

•	 Iowa and Montana created statewide shaken-baby syndrome prevention programs. 

•	 Maine established a Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Council to provide for coordinated community efforts in 
each county to prevent child abuse and neglect. 

•	 North Dakota mandated the Department of Corrections to create a pilot program in one judicial district for 
short-term shelter, assessment and intervention services for children and youth at risk. 

•	 Texas created “Jenna’s Law” to require schools to adopt policies to address child sexual abuse and created a tempo
rary task force to establish a child abuse prevention strategy. Lawmakers also established the Texas Medical Child 
Abuse Resources and Education System grant program to develop programs to improve the assessment, diagnosis 
and treatment of child abuse. 

•	 Vermont authorized the development of a statewide approach to child sexual abuse prevention, required sexual 
abuse prevention in all school health curricula and required training on child abuse, including sexual abuse pre
vention, identification and reporting, for school and child care facility employees. The state also formally estab
lished the Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Sexual Abuse and authorized child sexual abuse public 
awareness activities. 
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Reporting (see Appendix, p. 40) 


Several states addressed the reporting of child maltreatment.
 

•	 Arkansas added employees and volunteers in various agencies, including victim services, mental health and sexual 
abuse and rape crisis agencies, to the list of child maltreatment reporters. 

•	 Connecticut required school superintendents to report child maltreatment. 

•	 Maine required school bus drivers to report child maltreatment. 

•	 Oregon required employees of the Teachers Standards and Practices Commission, employees of school-age record
ed programs, physician assistants, pharmacists and other medical professionals to report child maltreatment. 

•	 Tennessee required teachers and other school officials to provide verbal notice of child abuse reports to parents or 
guardians. 

Residential Treatment/Behavioral Health (see Appendix, p. 40) 

Several states paid particular attention to residential treatment and behavioral health facilities and programs for chil
dren in care. 

•	 Nebraska adopted the Behavioral Health Workforce Act and the Children and Family Behavioral Health Support 
Act to provide coverage under the medical assistance program for community-based secure residential and sub
acute behavioral health services. 

•	 Nevada required an audit of governmental facilities for children in care to determine whether children’s health, 
safety and welfare are adequately protected. 

Safe Havens for Infants (see Appendix, p. 41)
 

A few states addressed laws related to the safe surrender of infants. 


•	 Arizona established procedures for private adoption agencies to take custody of safe-haven infants. 

•	 Louisiana required that secondary school students be taught about the state’s safe-haven laws. 

Siblings (see Appendix, p. 41, and the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 
2008,” p. 26) 

Lawmakers in several states were concerned about sibling connections. 

•	 Colorado adopted measures to improve the ability of birth siblings to maintain long-term connections. 

•	 Washington directed the courts to encourage post-adoption contact between siblings. 
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Substance Abuse (see Appendix, p. 41)
 

The effects of substance abuse on children continued to concern policymakers.
 

•	 New Mexico defined exposing a child to methamphetamines as child abuse. 

•	 Utah set penalties for persons who knowingly expose children to controlled substances. 

Transition from Foster Care (see Appendix, p. 42, and the section “Fostering Connections to Success and 
Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008,” p. 26) 

Issues regarding older youth in care were closely examined. In addition to addressing the provisions of the federal Fos
tering Connections Act of 2008, states did the following. 

•	 Colorado required that documents such as birth certificates and social security cards be given to foster youth on or 
before their 18th birthday. 

•	 Illinois required reasonable efforts to locate and consider as a placement resource parents whose parental rights 
have been terminated and whose children are age 13 and older and not likely to achieve permanency. Addition
ally, lawmakers created the Foster Youth Successful Transition to Adulthood Act to establish transitional discharge 
from foster care and to allow youth, in certain circumstances, to reengage with the Family Court and the Depart
ment of Children and Family Services. 

•	 Kansas allowed a child to remain under court jurisdiction past age 18, under certain conditions. 

•	 Maryland required comprehensive medical care for independent foster care adolescents, who are individuals 
younger than age 21 who, on their 18th birthday, were in state foster care. 

•	 Minnesota required the development of a plan addressing foster children’s educational, vocational and other needs 
beyond age 18. 

•	 New Mexico required the courts to review foster youth’s transitional plans. 

•	 North Dakota required the Department of Human Services to develop a comprehensive program of services for 
transition-aged youth at risk. 

•	 Texas required the Department of Family and Protective Services to provide transitioning foster youth with cer
tain documents, such as social security cards and driver’s licenses, and to provide driver’s education training. Leg
islation also created the Transitional Living Service Program. 
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Tribes (see Appendix, p. 43, and the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 
2008,” 26) 

State lawmakers are also responsible for American Indian children in care or at risk of entry into the child welfare sys
tem. 

•	 California required courts and social workers to consider tribal customary adoption for children in care. 

•	 Wisconsin adopted certain provisions of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act. 

Workforce (see Appendix, p. 44)
 

Child welfare workforce issues were also addressed during the 2009 legislation session.
 

•	 Colorado created a Child Welfare Training Academy to ensure that persons hired to work in child welfare services 
receive the necessary training to perform the functions of their jobs effectively and responsibly. 

•	 Maryland required the development of new standards for testing caseworkers with case experience or who hold 
state licensure. 

Technical Assistance to State Legislators on the CFSRs 

State legislators and state child welfare agencies can, at no charge, take advantage of technical assistance 
on the Child and Family Services Reviews (CFSRs) that is provided through the Children’s Bureau. 
Technical assistance staff can summarize the latest research on specific issue areas related to the CFSRs, 
provide information on promising practices for serving children and families, and link legislators and 
agencies with experts and information resources in other states addressing specific issues. If you are in
terested in arranging a technical assistance event, please contact Rebecca Huffman at legta@jbsinterna
tional.com or (301) 495-1080 or Nina Williams-Mbengue at cyf-info@ncsl.org or (303) 364-7700. 

This publication was produced for the Children’s Bureau by the National Conference of State Legisla
tures under subcontract to JBS International, Inc., which manages the provision of technical assistance 
to state legislators through the Child Welfare Reviews Project, contract no. HHSP23320092911YC, 
Delivery Order Number 3747, from the Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
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Appendix. Citations and Summaries of State Child Welfare Legislation, 2009 

Adoption 

2009 Ariz. Sess. Laws, SB 1016, Chap. 109 
Allows the court to waive the requirement for consent by the Department of Economic Security to place a child for 
adoption in certain adoption proceedings if, after conducting a hearing, the court determines it is in the best interest of 
a child to waive this requirement. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 330, Act 474 
Amends the law regarding the fast-tracked adoption of Garrett’s Law babies by requiring an adoptive home study to be 
completed before a Garrett’s Law baby is placed in an adoptive home. States that if the proposed adoptive family has not 
completed the adoptive home study process, including the required criminal background check, the newborn shall be 
placed in a foster home that is licensed and approved or in the custody of the department. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 516, Act 724 
Amends the hearing provisions of the Revised Uniform Adoption Act to clarify when the Department of Human Ser
vices shall conduct an adoptive home study and the required criminal background checks for a home study. 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 1280, Act 230 
Provides parents with waivers allowing them to reduce the number of days from 10 to 5 within which they can withdraw 
consent or relinquishment of parental rights for an adoption. 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 2099, Act 1399 
Establishes that the Office of Chief Counsel of the Department of Human Services must prepare an adoption informa
tion form to be given to each petitioner seeking to file an adoption pleading in the state; requires the form to include 
information regarding both the birth and adoptive parents and the birth itself. 

2009 Cal. Stats., AB 295, Chap. 427 
Extends the availability of funds appropriated for adoption activities to specified counties to provide pre- and post-
adoption services to ensure the successful adoption of children and youth who have been in foster care 18 months or 
more, are at least nine years of age, and are placed in an unrelated foster home or in a group home. 

2009 Cal. Stats., AB 665, Chap. 250 
Makes a change to provisions of existing law under which the State Department of Social Services may provide state 
adoption services and which requires the state to reinvest adoption incentive payments for the placement of older chil
dren into the child welfare system to provide adoption services for older children. 

2009 Ga. Laws, HB 237, P. 34 
Determines that the Department of Human Resources will provide financial assistance to families adopting children 
once the child has been placed for adoption and been determined eligible for assistance, and the adoption assistance 
agreement has been signed prior to the finalization of the adoption by all parties. The Act clarifies that financial assis
tance shall not exceed the cost of providing foster care. 

2009 Ind. Acts, SB 303, P.L. 42 
Establishes that a person who is required to store, maintain, or release adoption records or other adoption information 
must store and maintain the records for at least 99 years after the date the adoption was filed. Provides that children older 
than age 2 are considered hard to place and are eligible for state adoption subsidies. 
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2009 Ind. Acts, SB 365, P.L. 131 
Section 17: Determines that to facilitate adoption proceedings, the Department of Child Services shall publish, post on 
its Web site, or furnish each public library a list of approved supervising agencies. 

2009 Md. Laws, SB 613, Chap. 567 
Prohibits a local department of social services, a guardian, or a child placement agency, in specified adoption pro
ceedings, from withholding consent to an adoption solely because a prospective adoptive parent has a disability. 

2009 Md. Laws, HB 683, Chap. 411 
Expands the eligibility of an adopted child or adoptive family for Maryland’s Post Adoption Support Services Pilot Pro
gram, which includes medical treatment, mental health services, parenting classes, and other direct services provided by 
the Department of Human Resources that aid the child or family and assist in preventing the child from being returned 
to the care and supervision of the department. Ensures the equitable distribution of program funds. 

2009 Mich. Laws, HB 4159, Public Act 17 
Modifies the adoption support subsidy; states that the maximum amount of the adoption support subsidy shall be equal 
to the rate that the child received in the family foster care placement or the rate the child would have received if he or she 
had been in a family foster care placement; provides that adoption assistance agreements must address any services and 
assistance and provisions to protect the child if the parents move to another state; provides for extension of the agreement 
to an adoptee up to age 21. 

2009 Miss. Laws, HB 646, Chap. 375 
Deletes the requirement that a home study be performed only by a state adoption agency; provides that the Department 
of Human Services may perform the home study. 

2009 Mont. Laws, HB 367, Chap. 151 
Concerns post-adoptive service laws; requires that child-placing agencies provide post-adoptive counseling and support 
programs for birth parents that are separate from their program for the care and placement of children. Specifies that the 
costs of the program may not be included in placement fees. 

2009 Nev. Stats., AB 364, Chap. 111 
Determines that if a child who is in the custody of an agency that provides child welfare services is placed for adoption, 
the agency must provide the court with a copy of any order for visitation with a sibling of the child. In addition, the 
court must conduct a hearing to determine whether to include an order for visitation with a sibling in the decree of 
adoption. The sole consideration of the court in making a determination concerning visitation with a sibling pursuant 
to this section is the best interest of the child 

2009 N.C. Sess. Laws, HB 1106, Chap. 185 
Relates to adoption; provides for who may prepare assessments and reports related to adoption for the court. Provides 
that a couple who jointly adopted a child in a foreign country while married must readopt (upon return to the United 
States) jointly, even if divorced. Provides that in a grandparent adoption, a court may order a home assessment report. 
Provides for adoption consent revocations within a certain period. 

2009 Or. Laws, SB 10, Chap. 435 
Requires the Department of Human Services to establish rules, policies and procedures to implement the Hague Con
vention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, SB 1702, Chap. 521 
Requires the Department of Children’s Services to provide certain post-adoption services. 
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2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 703, Chap. 758 
Prohibits the Department of State Health Services (DSHS) from collecting a fee for verifying birth information or pro
viding a certified copy of the birth record for a child in the managing conservatorship of the Department of Family and 
Protective Services (DFPS) if parental rights to the child have been terminated and the child is eligible for adoption. 
Requires the DSHS, not later than the 30th business day after the date that the DSHS receives an amending certificate, 
to notify the individual of whether the amendment has been accepted for filing. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 42, Chap. 159 
Reduces the maximum age of an adult adoptee from 21 to 18. Provides that notice of an adoption proceeding may 
be served at any time after the petition for adoption is filed, but at least 30 days prior to the final disposition hearing. 
Increases the maximum amount required to be paid by a child-placing agency or the prospective adoptive parents for 
counseling of a parent who is placing a child for adoption from $250 to $400. 

Reduces from 21 to 18 the age: 

•	 Of an adult adoptee who may participate in the mutual consent, voluntary adoption registry; and 

•	 That a sibling of the adult adoptee must be before the adoptee may obtain information from the mutual consent, 
voluntary adoption registry. The sibling must have the same birth parent as the adult adoptee and have been raised 
in the same family setting as the adoptee. 

2009 Va. Acts, HB 138, Chap. 116 
Establishes that a petition for adoption filed while a child is younger than age 18 shall not become invalid because the 
child reaches age 18 prior to the entry of a final order of adoption. 

2009 Va. Acts, 285, Chap. 662 
Provides that consent to an adoption may be revoked by a birth parent for up to seven days after it is executed, and 
eliminates the provision barring revocation after the child is 10 days old. 

2009 Va. Acts, SB 1011, Chap. 260 
Establishes that in any case in which a child has been placed in foster care, the child’s birth parent or parents may enter 
into a written post-adoption contact and communication agreement with the pre-adoptive parent or parents. Provides 
that the court shall not require a written post-adoption contact and communication agreement as a precondition to 
entry of an order in any case involving the child. 

2009 Va. Acts, HB 2160, Chap. 98 
Authorizes and establishes procedures governing post-adoption contact and communication agreements between the 
birth parent or parents of a child and the pre-adoptive parent or parents. Provides that the court shall not require a writ
ten post-adoption contact and communication agreement as a precondition to entry of an order in any case involving 
the child. 

2009 Va. Acts, HB 2159, Chap. 805 
Amends statutes governing adoption of a child to provide that a court may grant a petition for adoption in the absence 
of consent by a parent, pending notification to any non-consenting parent. Determines that if the identity of the birth 
father is reasonably ascertainable but the whereabouts of the birth father are not reasonably ascertainable, verification of 
compliance with the Putative Father Registry shall be provided to the court. Additionally, in the event that the identity 
and whereabouts of the birth father are reasonably ascertainable, written notice of the existence of an adoption plan and 
the availability of registration with the Putative Father Registry shall be provided by certified mailing to the man’s last 
known address. 
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2009 Wash. Laws, SB 5811, Chap. 491 
Sec. 9: Requires that at least 6 months before an adoption is finalized, the department must provide to the prospective 
adoptive parent information describing the limits of the adoption support program, including the limits on monthly 
cash payments to adoptive families and the process for accessing mental health services for children receiving adoption 
support services. 

2009 Wyo. Sess. Laws, HB 165, Chap. 22 
Amends requirements relating to adoption to include that an adult may be adopted provided that the adopting parent 
is a stepparent, grandparent or other blood relative, foster parent or legal guardian who participated in the raising of the 
adult when the adult was a child; and the adult files a consent to the adoption with the court. 

Child Fatality 

2009 Ariz. Sess. Laws, SB 1246, Chap. 154 
Stipulates that court proceedings related to child abuse, abandonment or neglect that have resulted in a fatality or near 
fatality are open to the public, unless closed for good cause shown by the court. Lawmakers also added the prosecuting 
attorney and law enforcement to the list of those to be notified of child abuse fatalities and near fatalities. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 493, Act 674 
Clarifies the procedure for public disclosure of information related to child fatalities or near fatalities and the reporting 
requirements of the Division of Children and Family Services of the Department of Human Services. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 494, Act 675 
Establishes the parameters of the public disclosure of information on fatalities and near fatalities in child maltreatment 
matters. 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 1489, Act 1286 
Adds the prosecuting attorney and either the county sheriff or the chief of police of the municipality to the list of persons 
who must be notified when a death occurs under specified circumstances, including the death of a minor child that ap
pears to indicate child abuse prior to death. 

2009 Me. Laws, H.P. 1421–L.D. 162, Chap. 38 
Establishes that the findings in situations where child abuse or neglect results in a child fatality or near fatality shall be 
made public except in cases in which disclosure of child protective information would jeopardize a criminal investigation 
or proceeding. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 0326, Chap. 86 
Clarifies that near fatality, for purposes of allowing public disclosure of confidential children’s services information, 
means that the child has a serious or critical medical condition resulting from child abuse as reported by a physician who 
has examined the child subsequent to such abuse. 

2009 Tex. Gen Laws, SB 1050, Chap. 779 
Requires the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS), not later than the fifth day after receiving a request 
for information about a child fatality with respect to which the DFPS is conducting an investigation of alleged abuse 
or neglect, to release information on the age and sex of the child, the date of death, whether the state was the managing 
conservator of the child at the time of the child’s death, and whether the child resided with certain persons. 

Requires the DFPS, if it is determined that a child’s death was caused by abuse or neglect, to promptly release certain 
information on request, including a summary of previous reports of abuse or neglect, the services provided to the child 
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or child’s family by the DFPS, and the results of the assessment completed by the DFPS on determination that a child’s 
death was caused by abuse or neglect. 

Requires the DFPS to redact from the records any information that would identify any individual other than the de
ceased child or an alleged perpetrator of the abuse or neglect, jeopardize an ongoing criminal investigation or prosecu
tion, endanger the life or safety of any individual, or violate another state or federal law. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 223, Chap. 280 
Amends the criminal statute of limitations related to child abuse homicide to provide that prosecution for first-degree 
felony child abuse homicide or second-degree felony child abuse homicide may be commenced at any time. 

2009 Vt. Acts, SB 13, Act 1 
Requires the Department of Child and Family Services to release information to the public about near fatalities. 

Child Protection 

2009 Ariz. Sess. Laws, SB 1047, Chap. 126 
Revises the definitions of child abuse and neglect to include, among other items, unreasonable confinement of a child 
and physical injury that results from permitting a child to enter or remain in any structure or vehicle in which volatile, 
toxic or flammable chemicals are found by any person for the purpose of manufacturing a dangerous drug. Modifies how 
and what information shall be entered into the child protective service central registry. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 464, Act 749 
Adopts the Child Maltreatment Act and updates the law related to child abuse and neglect to help ensure the health, 
safety and welfare of children. 

Sec. 12-18-102: Provides a system for the reporting of known or suspected child maltreatment; ensures the immediate 
screening, safety assessment and prompt investigation of reports of known or suspected child maltreatment; ensures that 
steps are taken to protect a maltreated child and place the child in a safe environment; and preserves the confidentiality 
of all records to protect the rights of the child and of the child’s parents or guardians. 

Sec. 12-18-103: Includes definitions for a number of terms such as abandonment, abuse, caretaker, parent and neglect. 

Sec. 12-18-104: Establishes that any records, reports or documents that are collected or compiled by or on behalf of 
the Department of Human Services, the Department of Arkansas State Police, or another entity authorized to perform 
investigations or provide services to children, individuals or families shall not be subject to disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act. 

Sec. 12-18-201 and 202: Establishes penalties for a mandated reporter’s failure to report suspected abuse or neglect of 
a child. 

Sec. 12-18-301: Creates a Child Abuse Hotline within the Department of Human Services with the purpose of receiving 
and recording notifications and reports of child maltreatment. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 595, Act 954 
Amends the procedures for removal of a person’s name from the Child Maltreatment Central Registry by allowing a per
son to petition the Department of Human Services for removal if the offender has not had a subsequent true report for 
1 year and more than 1 year has passed since the offender’s name was placed on the central registry. The act applies only 
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to the types of child maltreatment identified in the department’s policy and procedure manual that allow the offender to 
be removed from the central registry. 

2009 S.D. Sess. Laws, SB 15, Chap. 136 
Revises certain provisions regarding the confidentiality and release of certain child abuse or neglect information by the 
Department of Social Services. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, SB 0866, Chap. 88 
Describes serious bodily injury to include second- or third-degree burns, bone fractures, concussion and permanent or 
protracted disfigurement. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, SB 0867, Chap. 89 
Describes dangerous instrumentality as any item in its manner of use or intended use as applied to a child that is capable 
of producing serious bodily injury. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 1201, Chap. 418 
Redefines the offense of child endangerment to include a parent or custodian of a child 8 years of age or younger knowingly 
exposing the child to or knowingly failing to protect the child from abuse or neglect, resulting in physical injury to the child. 

2009 Tenn. Laws, SB 1714, Chap. 257 
Expands the facilities where infants can be voluntarily delivered to include law enforcement facilities and fire depart
ments that are staffed 24 hours a day and emergency medical services facilities. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 2262, Chap. 238 
Deletes authorization for child abuse review teams. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 29, Sex Offenders’ Contact with Children (Richard A. Greenwood) 
Requires a registered sex offender whose offense was against a child younger than age 14 to obtain permission from a 
child’s parent or guardian to allow a child younger than age 14 to accompany the offender. 

Provides that it is a class A misdemeanor for any sex offender whose offense was against a child to request or solicit a child 
younger than age 14 to accompany the sex offender for any purpose unless the sex offender: 

•	 Has advised the parent or guardian that the sex offender is on the state sex offender registry and is required by law 
to have written permission; and 

•	 Has in possession written permission from the child’s parent or guardian authorizing the offender to accompany the 
child; or 

•	 The child’s parent or guardian has given verbal permission and both the child and the sex offender are in the child’s 
home or on the property appurtenant to the child’s home; or 

•	 The child is the natural child of the sex offender, and the offender is not prohibited by any court order, or probation 
or parole provision from contact with the child. 

The legislation also prohibits a defense of not knowing the actual age of the child and extends the offender’s period of 
registration as a sex offender for 5 years for violation of this provision. 
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2009 Utah Laws, HB 42, Chap. 159 
Sets penalties for persons who knowingly or intentionally cause or permit a child to be exposed to, inhale, ingest or have 
contact with a controlled substance, chemical substance or drug paraphernalia. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 97, Chap. 257 
Amends the offense of sexual exploitation of a minor to include the act of viewing child pornography and provides that 
entities, their employees and law enforcement officers who are acting in good faith to investigate, monitor for or report 
child pornography are not considered to have violated any civil or criminal provision regarding sexual exploitation of a 
minor. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 275, Chap. 70 
Provides that if domestic violence is committed in the presence of more than one child, a separate offense is committed 
regarding each child. 

2009 Vt. Acts, SB 13, Act 1 
Sec. 2-15: Establishes a new crime of sexual exploitation of a minor. Prohibits sexual conduct between a minor and a 
person who is at least 48 months older than the minor and who is in a position of power, authority or supervision over 
the minor by virtue of the actor’s undertaking the responsibility, professionally or voluntarily, to provide for the health or 
welfare of minors, or guidance, leadership, instruction or organized recreational activities for minors. Requires registered 
sex offenders to report whether they are living in a household with a child under 18, and requires the Department of 
Public Safety to notify the Department of Children and Families if an offender reports that the residence in which the 
offender is living contains a child. 

Sec. 30–37: Adds aggravated sexual assault of a child to the definition of “listed crimes” and to the list of crimes for 
which an offender must register as a sex offender. 

Sec. 49–52a: Requires the Department of Corrections to report to the legislature on protocols for permitting a sex of
fender to live in a home with children and plans to notify the Department of Children and Families. 

2009 Va. Acts, HB 1904, Chap. 445 
Establishes the Child Protection Accountability System to collect and make available to the public information on the 
response to reported cases of child abuse and neglect. Determines that the Department of Social Services shall establish 
and maintain the system. 

2009 Wyo. Sess. Laws, HB 235, Chap. 47 
Specifies new duties of a multidisciplinary team in child protection cases that requires case planning focused on return
ing the child to the home or closing a child abuse or neglect case. Determines that the team formulate recommendations 
for the court outlining the goals or objectives that the parents should be required to meet for the child to be returned to 
the home or for the case to be closed. 

Children of Incarcerated Parents 

2009 Cal. Stats., SCR 20, Chap. 88 
Adopts the Children of Incarcerated Parents Bill of Rights and encourages designated entities to distribute the bill of 
rights to children of incarcerated parents. Invites discussion and encourages relevant departments to use the bill of rights 
as a framework for analyzing and determining procedures when making decisions about services for these children. 
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Courts and Legal Representation 

2009 Md. Laws, SB 613, Chap. 567 
Prohibits a court, in making a disposition on a child-in-need-of-assistance (CINA) petition, from considering the mental 
or physical disability of a parent, guardian or custodian except under specified circumstances. 

2009 Mo. Laws, HB 863 
Establishes the Child Witness Protection Act regarding certain children 17 years of age or younger who testify in speci
fied judicial proceedings. Allows the court at its discretion to limit in duration or limit to normal school hours the taking 
of testimony of the child, and allows the child when testifying to have a comfort item, such as a toy, blanket or similar 
item. Allows the child to have a support person present and in close proximity during his or her testimony to provide 
emotional support. Requires the court to prevent intimidation or harassment of the child by the parties or their attor
neys, and allows the court, upon its own motion or the motion of any party at least 30 days in advance of the judicial 
proceeding, to order comfortable accommodations for the child, which can include adjusting the courtroom layout, 
conducting the proceedings outside of a courtroom, or relaxing the formalities of the proceedings. 

2009 Or. Laws, HB 2897, Chap. 565 
Provides that when a court is required to make findings regarding the Department of Human Services’ diligent efforts 
to place a child or ward with relatives or persons with a caregiver relationship, and the court determines that, contrary 
to the placement decision, such placement is not in the best interest of the child or ward, the court shall make written 
findings setting forth the reasons for the finding. 

2009 S.D. Sess. Laws, SB 123, Chap. 107 
Makes admissible statements by children under 13 in criminal proceedings related to child abuse. 

2009 S.D. Sess. Laws, HB 1084, Chap. 137 
Permits the appointment of a special advocate to represent the best interests of an alleged abused or neglected child. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 1260, Chap. 335 
Specifies that juvenile courts, general sessions courts and circuit and criminal courts have concurrent jurisdiction to hear 
criminal prosecutions of child abuse and neglect. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 69, Chap. 32 
Provides that supervision of the Office of Guardian Ad Litem is the responsibility of the Guardian Ad Litem Oversight 
Committee, which is established by the Judicial Council. Places limitations on, and establishes requirements regarding, 
the appointment of an attorney guardian ad litem in a district court proceeding. 

2009 Wash. Laws, SB 5285, Chap. 480 
Requires a guardian ad litem (GAL) to report child abuse or neglect under the mandatory reporting statute. Establishes 
the court in family law and dependency cases to attempt to match a child with special needs with a GAL who has spe
cific training or education related to the child’s needs. Requires a background check for a GAL through the Washington 
State Patrol’s criminal identification section and a national check from the Federal Bureau of Investigation based on the 
submission of fingerprints. 
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Education of Children in Care (see also the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adop
tions Act of 2008”) 

2009 Colo. Sess. Laws, HB 1243, Chap. 290 
Creates an Office of Dropout Prevention and Student Re-Engagement within the Department of Education that is in
tended, among other things, to promote collaboration between education providers and the child welfare system. The 
collaboration includes collecting and reviewing student data and developing and recommending methods for reducing 
student drop-out rates and increasing student engagement and re-engagement. 

2009 Colo. Sess. Laws, HB 1078, Chap. 28 
Requires the Department of Human Services to make available to foster parents training concerning individualized 
education programs. 

2009 Fla. Laws, SB 1128, Chap. 35 
Requires the Department of Education to access the Florida Safe Families network to obtain information about children 
known to the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). Determines that the DCFS, in placing children, 
must take into account the appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity of the placement to the 
school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement, including coordinating with appropriate local educational 
agencies to ensure that the child remains in the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement. 

2009 Ind. Acts, HB 1681, P.L. 100 
Requires a caseworker of a foster child to provide information to the child concerning specified scholarship programs, 
including Chafee grants and federal supplemental grants. Establishes eligibility requirements for foster youth to apply to 
a scholars program and higher education benefits. 

2009 Md. Laws, SB 372, Chap. 251 
Amends the definition of foster care recipient by modifying the age of eligibility of an adopted individual from 14 to 13 
years of age, including younger siblings of an adopted individual if the younger sibling is adopted concurrently with the 
older sibling, for purposes of determining eligibility for a specified tuition exemption. 

2009 Md. Laws, HB 538, Chap. 252 
Amends the definition of foster care recipient by modifying the age of eligibility of an adopted individual from 14 to 13 
years of age, including younger siblings of an adopted individual if the younger sibling is adopted concurrently with the 
older sibling, for purposes of determining eligibility for a specified tuition exemption. 

2009 Mo. Laws, HB 481 
Sec. 173.270.1: Requires the coordinating board for higher education to make provisions for institutions under the 
board’s jurisdiction to award a tuition and fee waiver for undergraduate courses at state institutions of higher education 
for any student, beginning with incoming freshmen in the 2010 fall semester or term, who (a) is a resident of the state; 
(b) has graduated within the previous 3 years from high school or passed the GED examination; and (c) has been in 
foster care or other residential care under the Department of Social Services on or after (a) the day preceding the student’s 
18th birthday; (b) the day of the student’s 14th birthday, if the student was also eligible for adoption on or after that day; 
or (c) the day the student graduated from high school or received a GED. 2. To be eligible for a waiver award, a student 
shall apply to and be accepted at the institution not later than (a) the third anniversary of the date the student was dis
charged from foster or other residential care, the date the student graduated from high school, or the date the student 
received a GED, whichever is earliest; or (b) the student’s 21st birthday. Lawmakers also extended state tuition and fee 
waivers to foster children. 
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2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 939, Chap. 1372 
Requires the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) to enter into a 
memorandum of understanding regarding the tracking of educational information about foster children because TEA cur
rently codes and tracks homeless and at-risk children to ensure they achieve academic success. SB 939 exempts from pay
ment of tuition and fees, at Texas public institutions of higher education, students who were in the conservatorship of the 
DFPS on the day preceding the date that the student was adopted or the date that permanent managing conservatorship of 
the student was awarded to a person other than the student’s parent. Makes exemption eligibility applicable to those who 
enroll in an institution of higher education as an undergraduate not later than their 25th birthday, rather than their 21st. 

Finance 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 1140, Act 819 
Makes an appropriation for personal services and operating expenses, grants or loans, and community grants for the 
development and operation of child abuse and neglect prevention programs for the State Child Abuse and Neglect Pre
vention Board for the fiscal year. 

2009 N.D. Sess. Laws, HB 1425, Chap. 489 
Requires an interim study of the feasibility of transferring responsibility for funding non-Federal foster care and subsi
dized adoption from the county to the state. Requires a report. 

Foster Care (see also the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008”) 

2009 Ariz. Sess. Laws, SB 1209, Chap. 159 
Establishes a list of rights granted to all children in foster care, and additional rights for foster children older than age 
16. 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 1633, Act 700 
Establishes that a foster parent, or pre-adoptive parent, of a child in the custody of the Department of Human Services 
may consent to medical treatment under specific circumstances. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 515, Act 723 
Exempts children in foster care from child maltreatment central registry checks, and requires criminal background 
checks of foster and adoptive parents before a child in the custody of the Department of Human Services shall be placed 
in an approved home. 

2009 D.C. Stat., B 16, Chap. 2 
Establishes that an individual with a certain criminal conviction, or who lives with other adults with certain criminal 
convictions, shall be disqualified from receiving a license, approval or permission to adopt or foster a child or to other
wise have custody of a child as legal guardian, kinship caregiver or custodian. 

2009 Ill. Laws, SB 340, P.A. 619 
Requires the Department of Children and Family Services to conduct annual credit history checks of children placed un
der its guardianship pursuant to the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, beginning when a child turns a specified age and until 
guardianship is terminated. Requires the department to determine whether financial exploitation of the child’s personal 
information has occurred and to notify law enforcement, the State’s Attorney or the Attorney General if exploitation 
appears to be occurring or has occurred. 
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2009 Kan. Sess. Laws, HB 2211, Chap. 2009-2 
Determines that when any law enforcement officer takes into custody a child 15 years of age or younger, or 16 or 17 
years of age if the child shows signs of physical, mental, emotional or sexual abuse, the child shall be placed with a facility 
or person designated by the secretary. 

2009 La. Acts, SB 229, Act 349 
Prohibits agencies that issue drivers’ licenses and identification cards from charging any fee to children in foster care 
upon issuing their drivers’ licenses or identification cards. 

2009 Md. Laws, SB 690, Chap. 591 
Adds to the definition of “out-of-home placement” the placement of the child by a residential program operated by or 
under contract with the Department of Juvenile Services or a foster care home approved by a local Department of Social 
Services. 

2009 Nev. Stats., AB 76, Chap. 145 
Requires the licensing authority for foster homes to conduct a child abuse and neglect screening of each applicant for a 
foster home license, each prospective employee of the applicant and any resident of the home of a specified age. Requires 
the Division of Child and Family Services to assist the licensing authorities of other states in conducting such screen
ings. 

2009 Nev. Stats., AB 227, Chap. 332 
Requires the Division of Child and Family Services to adopt regulations regarding the placement of children in foster 
care, including, without limitation, regulations establishing the minimum standards for foster care agencies to be issued 
and have renewed a license to operate a foster care agency. The law relates to licensing specialized foster homes, mean
ing a family home that provides full-time care and services to children who require special care for physical, mental or 
emotional issues. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 0321, Chap. 270 
Establishes procedures for reviewing actions of the Department of Children’s Services when a foster parent believes that 
the department has failed to follow the foster parents’ bill of rights and such failure has harmed or could harm a child. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 939, Chap. 1372 
Requires that the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) include in a child’s permanency plan concurrent 
permanency goals, consisting of a primary permanency goal and at least one alternative permanency goal. Goals may in
clude the reunification of the child with a parent or other individual from whom the child was removed, the termination 
of parental rights and adoption of the child by a relative or other suitable individual, the award of permanent managing 
conservatorship of the child to a relative or other suitable individual, or another planned, permanent living arrangement 
for the child. If the department’s goal in the permanency plan is to find another planned, permanent living arrangement 
for the child, requires the DFPS to document a compelling reason why the other permanency goals are not in the child’s 
best interest. Requires that when the DFPS is named as a child’s managing conservator in a final order terminating pa
rental rights, the court must conduct a placement review hearing within 90 days of the final order, followed by additional 
placement review hearings at least once every 6 months until the date the child is adopted or becomes an adult. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 1043, Chap. 1116 
Requires an employment preference by state agencies or higher education institutions for former foster care children, age 
25 years or younger, who were under permanent managing conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective 
Services (DFPS) on the day before their 18th birthday or they aged out of foster care, if other applicants for the same 
position were not better qualified. This preference would not extend to a position of private secretary or deputy of an 
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official or department or to a person holding a strictly confidential relation to an employer. Adds foster care alumni to 
the list of economically disadvantaged individuals for purposes of the enterprise zone program. 

2009 Tex. Gen Laws, SB 1332, Chap. 527 
Requires the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) to consider placing a child who has previously been 
in the managing conservatorship of the DFPS with a foster parent with whom the child previously resided if the agency 
determines that placement of the child with a relative or designated caregiver is not in the child’s best interest, and the 
placement is available and in the child’s best interest. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 1629, Chap. 108 
Requires that the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) and the Texas Youth Commission (TYC) 
coordinate efforts and consistently provide each other with relevant health and education information regarding foster 
youth committed to the TYC. The DFPS must visit a child at least once a month while committed to the TYC, and the 
TYC must permit communication between a foster child and the child’s attorney ad litem, guardian ad litem, Court-
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) or the DFPS. The bill requires that provision of and consent for medical, dental or 
psychological treatment for a foster child committed to the TYC be governed by the provisions related to the medical 
care of a foster child in the Family Code. A court may not dismiss a suit affecting the parent-child relationship filed by 
the DFPS if the child is committed to the TYC. 

2009 Tex. Gen Laws, HB 2225, Chap. 440 
Creates an adoption review committee to evaluate the process of finding permanent placements for foster children. 
Requires the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS), in conjunction with the adoption review commit
tee, to conduct an extensive review of the foster care system to identify obstacles that impede the DFPS’ ability to find 
permanent placements for foster children, including adoption, and to develop ways to improve the foster care system by 
reducing the time a child is in the conservatorship of the state before being permanently placed, reducing the number of 
children in the conservatorship of the state who are placed outside of their home county and enhancing the procedures 
for adopting foster children. 

2009 Tex. Gen Laws, HB 3137, Chap. 939 
Requires the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) to develop a statement listing the rights and respon
sibilities of a foster parent in a foster home or an agency foster home and of the department or a child-placing agency. 
DFPS must provide a written copy of the statement to each foster parent in a foster home and to each child-placing 
agency licensed by the department. A child-placing agency must provide a written copy of the statement to each foster 
parent in an agency foster home. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 63, Chap. 161 
Reassigns certain responsibilities of Foster Care Citizen Review Boards to the Division of Child and Family Services. 

2009 Va. Acts, HB 2500, Chap. 678 
Establishes that the Department of Social Services shall work together with faith-based, volunteer, private, and commu
nity-based organizations to implement the “A Place of My Own” program, to seek and accept donations and to coordi
nate the distribution of luggage for children in foster care. 

Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 (Fostering 
Connections Act) 

2009 Ariz. Sess. Laws, HB 2622, Chap. 148 
Makes additions to the required contents of a temporary custody notice to include a statement that the parent or guard
ian must provide to the Department of Economic Security the necessary information to locate persons related to the 
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child or who have a significant relationship with the child. Establishes that at the preliminary child protective hearings 
and dependency adjudication hearings the court shall order the parent to provide to the department the necessary infor
mation to locate persons related to the child or who have a significant relationship with the child. The court also shall 
determine whether the department is attempting to identify and assess the placement of the child with a grandparent, 
relative or person who has a significant relationship with the child. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 351, Act 325 
Amends Arkansas’ relative guardianship subsidy program to add those children who are eligible for Title IV-E foster care 
maintenance payments and who have been in the care of a relative for at least 6 months to the list of eligible children 
under the state’s program. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 359, Act 391 
Establishes that the Department of Human Services shall develop a transitional plan with every juvenile in foster care not 
later than the juvenile’s 17th birthday or within 90 days of entering a foster care program for juveniles who enter foster 
care at age 17 or older. Mandates the Department to assist children aging out of foster care in obtaining health insurance 
and employment, among other items. 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 2013, Act 1311 
Requires the Department of Human Services to identify and provide notice to all adult grandparents and other adult 
relatives within 30 days of a juvenile’s transfer to the custody of the Department. Requires court reports to include infor
mation and recommendations concerning placement and visitation with a grandparent or other adult relative. 

2009 Cal. Stats., AB 154, Chap. 222 
Establishes that the Legislature shall conform state statutes with the federal Fostering Connections to Success and 
Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 and expend on services savings resulting from changes in eligibility for adoption as
sistance, including, but not limited to, post-adoption assistance. Requires that the State Department of Social Services 
or a licensed adoption agency inform prospective adoptive families of their potential eligibility for a federal and state tax 
credit. 

2009 Cal. Stats., AB 770, Chap. 124 
Maximizes the opportunities for Indian tribes to operate foster care programs for Indian children pursuant to the federal 
Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008; requires the Department of Social Services to 
modify the state foster care plan to that end. 

2009 Cal. Stats., AB 938, Chap. 261 
Requires a social worker, when a child is removed from the home, to immediately begin conducting an investigation to 
identify and locate all grandparents, adult siblings and other adult relatives of the child. The purpose is to provide those 
persons with specified information, including that the child has been removed from the custody of his or her parents or 
guardians and an explanation of various options to participate in placement of the child. 

2009 Cal. Stats., SB 597, Chap. 339 
Makes amendments necessary to be consistent with the requirements set forth in the federal Fostering Connections Act. 
These include requiring the Department of Social Services to exercise diligence to identify and provide notice to all adult 
grandparents and close relatives of the child; requiring the department, in consultation with pediatricians, health care 
experts and experts in and recipients of child welfare services, to develop a plan for the ongoing oversight and coordina
tion of health care services for a child in a foster care placement; and requiring the Department or licensed adoption 
agency to provide information regarding the federal adoption tax credit for any individual who is adopting or consider
ing adopting a child in foster care. 
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2009 Colo. Sess. Laws, SB 245, Chap. 436 
Amends portions of the Colorado Children’s Code to comply with the federal Fostering Connections Act concerning 
kinship placements and due diligence. Allows the court to order the Department of Human Services to exercise due 
diligence in contacting all grandparents and other adult relatives within 30 days following the removal of the child and 
to inform them about placement possibilities for the child. Establishes a kinship guardianship assistance program in the 
Department of Human Services. 

2009 Conn. Acts, HB 5421, P.A. 185 
Establishes that at the temporary custody hearing regarding the placement of a child, the court shall identify any person 
or persons related to the child or youth by blood or marriage who might serve as licensed foster parents, certified relative 
caregivers or temporary custodians and order the Commissioner of Children and Families to investigate and determine, 
not later than 30 days after the preliminary hearing, the appropriateness of placement of the child or youth with such 
relative or relatives. 

2009 Ga. Laws, HB 254, P. 37 
Determines that within 30 days after the removal of a child from the custody of the parent or parents of the child, the 
Department of Human Resources shall exercise due diligence to identify a parent or relative of the child or other persons 
who have demonstrated an ongoing commitment to the child. The Act also provides conditions for the placement of a 
child following a termination of parental rights order. 

Ind. Acts, SB 365, P.L. 131 
Section 28: Requires the department to negotiate with any Indian tribe, tribal organization or tribal consortium in the 
state that requests to develop an agreement with the state to administer all or part of title IV-E of the federal Social Se
curity Act on behalf of Indian children who are under the authority of the tribe, tribal organization or tribal consortium. 

Section 59: Requires the department to exercise due diligence to identify and provide notice to all adult relatives within 
30 days after the removal of the child from the parents. 

Section 64: Establishes that a foster child’s case plan must include a plan for ensuring the educational stability of the 
child while in foster care. 

2009 Iowa Acts, HB 152, Chap. 120 
Sec. 1: Revises transition planning for older children in foster care who are age 16 or older and approaching adulthood 
to include health care coverage planning, opportunities to have a mentor and education and housing assistance. 

Sec. 3: Mandates that within 30 days after custody of a child is transferred to an agency for placement, the agency shall 
exercise due diligence in identifying and providing notice to the child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, adult siblings and 
adult relatives suggested by the child’s parents of their options to provide care for the child. 

Sec. 7: Requires that a child who is in a foster care placement shall remain enrolled in and attend an accredited school 
in the school district in which the child resided and is enrolled at the time of placement. Requires documentation of the 
educational stability of the child while in foster care. 

2009 Kan. Sess. Laws, HB 2303, Chap. 2009-6 
Establishes that within 30 days of the removal of a child from the child’s home, the county or district attorney shall ex
ercise due diligence to identify all grandparents, adult relatives of the child and any potential guardians identified by the 
parents and provide notice of the removal of the child from the child’s home, an explanation of options for participating 
in the care and placement of the child, and an explanation of requirements to become licensed as a family foster home. 
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2009 La. Acts, HB 590, Act 297 
Requires public-school governing authorities to ensure that children in foster care are allowed to remain enrolled in the 
same public schools in which they were enrolled when entering foster care. Establishes that if the placement is outside 
the jurisdictional boundaries of the public school in which the child is enrolled, the governing authority of such school 
shall be responsible for providing free transportation for the child. 

2009 Mich. Pub. Acts, SB 227, Act 15 
Creates the Guardianship Assistance Act to provide a negotiated, binding agreement for financial support for children 
who meet the qualifications for guardianship assistance. Sets the eligibility of the child and guardian. Specifies that only a 
relative who is a licensed foster parent caring for a child who is eligible to receive Title IV-E–funded foster care payments 
for 6 consecutive months is eligible for federal funding under Title IV-E for guardianship assistance. States that a child 
not eligible for Title IV-E funding who is placed with a relative is eligible for state-funded guardianship assistance. 

2009 Minn. Laws, HB 1298, Chap. 88 
Increases county program aid payable to Beltrami County in calendar year 2009, to be used by the county to reimburse 
the governing body of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians for the cost of implementing the Fostering Connections 
to Success Act. 

2009 Minn. Laws SB 1503, Chap. 163 
Sec. 13: Requires that efforts be made to place siblings removed from their home in the same home for foster care, adop
tion or the permanent legal and physical custody of a relative. Visitation must be provided for when siblings are not 
placed together. 

Sec. 19: Establishes that the responsible social services agency shall make diligent efforts to identify and locate both par
ents of any child who is the subject of a child welfare proceeding and to conduct a relative search to identify and notify 
adult relatives. Diligent efforts include asking the custodial or known parent to identify any non-resident parent of the 
child and to provide information that can be used to verify the non-resident parent’s identity. 

2009 Mo. Laws, HB 154 
Creates a “Foster Care Education Bill of Rights,” which designates an educational liaison from each school district for 
children in foster care. Establishes that each child-placing agency shall promote educational stability for foster children 
when making placement decisions by considering their current school attendance area. The foster care pupil shall have 
the right to remain enrolled in and attend his or her school of origin pending resolution of school placement. Requires 
the state to make diligent efforts to contact and locate grandparents of a child for emergency placement, except when 
the Children’s Division determines this not to be in the best interests of the child. Defines “diligent efforts” to include 
a good-faith attempt, documented in writing, which exercises reasonable efforts and care to use all available services 
and resources related to meeting the ongoing health and safety needs of the child and to locating a grandparent of the 
child. 

2009 N.Y. Laws, AB 153, Chap. 53 
Makes appropriations for the support of the government Education, Labor and Family Assistance Budget, including 
appropriations for developing and implementing a new subsidized kinship guardianship program consistent with the 
federal Fostering Connections to Success Act. 

2009 N.D. Sess. Laws, HB 1095, Chap. 424 
Relates to the placement of siblings in foster care and a guardian’s duty to exercise due diligence to identify and provide 
notice to all potential relative caregivers. 
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2009 Okla. Sess. Laws, SB 339, Chap. 160 
Requires the court, at the emergency custody hearing of the child, to mandate that the parent, legal guardian or custo
dian list all parents and relatives as potential placements for the child. Requires the department to exercise due diligence 
to identify all relatives of the child, notify them that the child has been removed from their parent’s custody and alert 
them to the requirements for becoming a potential foster care provider for the child. Requires the department to make 
reasonable efforts to place siblings in state custody together. 

2009 Okla. Sess. Laws, HB 1734, Chap. 338 
Creates a Passport Program in the Department of Human Services to compile education, medical and behavioral health 
records for children in protective custody, kinship care and foster care. The Passport shall accompany each child to wher
ever the child resides so long as the child is in the custody of the department. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 704, Chap. 96 
Adds a section to the Family Code establishing extended jurisdiction over a foster youth, if the youth requests it, after the 
youth’s 18th birthday. Allows a court to conduct placement review hearings for a child in the managing conservatorship 
of the state after the child’s 18th birthday  and until the child’s 21st birthday. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 1151, Chap. 1118 
Develops the permanency care assistance program, which will provide for the reimbursement, up to $2,000, of the non
recurring expenses that a kinship provider incurs in obtaining permanent managing conservatorship of a foster child; the 
program must conform to the requirements for federal assistance as required by the Fostering Connections to Success 
Act. 

Specifies educational and employment criteria for adoption assistance, permanency care assistance or foster care benefits, 
to continue until the month during which a child turns 21 or 22, as applicable. The Department of Family and Protec
tive Services (DFPS) is required to provide these extended adoption assistance, permanency care assistance, or foster care 
benefits only if the DFPS receives a specific appropriation for these purposes. 

Establishes that the DFPS is to include training in trauma-informed programs and services in any training that the De
partment provides to foster parents, adoptive parents, kinship caregivers and department caseworkers; the Department 
shall pay for the training with gifts, donations, grants and any federal money available through the Fostering Connec
tions Act. 

Extends foster care payments after a youth is age 18. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 2080, Chap. 1238 
Allows the department to continue to pay the cost of foster care after a youth is age 18 until age 22. Includes educational 
and employment criteria. Extends adoption assistance to a child’s adoptive parents after age 18 and until age 21 if the 
original adoption assistance agreement was first entered after the youth was age 16. Develops the Permanency Care As
sistance Program, which authorizes foster care payments for relative caregivers who meet the eligibility criteria under 
federal and state law and Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) rules. Permanency care assistance may 
be extended after age 18 and until age 21 if the original agreement was first entered after the youth was age 16. 

Authorizes a relative or other designated caregiver who becomes licensed by the DFPS to operate a foster home, group 
home, agency foster home or agency foster group to receive foster care payments in lieu of certain benefits. 
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2009 Tex. Gen Laws, SB 2248, Chap. 850 
Establishes education transition assistance to a student in substitute care. This transition assistance includes ensuring 
that school records are transferred within a set time frame and developing systems to ease the transition for the student 
during the first two weeks of enrollment at a new school. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 63, Chap. 161 
Requires child placement agencies to consider educational stability for children in foster care. Allows a student to enroll 
in any charter school or other public school in any district, including a district where the student does not reside, if the 
enrollment is necessary, as determined by the Division of Child and Family Services, to comply with the provisions of 
the federal Fostering Connections to Success Act. Requires courts to attempt to keep sibling groups of minors in state 
custody together, if keeping the sibling group together is practicable and in accordance with the best interest of the 
minors. 

2009 Wash. Laws, HB 1961, Chap. 235 
Expands foster care up to age 21 for youth who are enrolled and participating in a post-secondary or vocational edu
cational program or who are engaged in employment for 80 hours or more per month. Expands the current relative 
guardianship program by providing adoption support benefits, or subsidized relative guardianship benefits, on behalf of 
youth ages 18–21 who achieved permanency through adoption or a subsidized relative guardianship at age 16 or older. 
Allows for the continued foster care or group care and necessary support and transition services to youth ages 18–21 who 
are enrolled and participating in a post-high school academic or vocational program. 

Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children 

2009 Fla. Laws, HB 1409, Chap. 148 
Authorizes a new Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children, which provides a process through which children 
are placed in safe and suitable homes in a timely manner, provides for uniform data collection and information sharing 
between member states under the compact, and facilitates ongoing supervision of a placement, delivery of services and 
communication between the states. Establishes administrative and judicial review and responsibilities of a child-placing 
agency, establishes the Interstate Commission for the Placement of Children and provides for uniform data collection. 

Investigations 

2009 Ga. Laws, SB 69, Act 151 
Expands the definition of “sexual exploitation” related to child abuse in areas pertaining to reporting, investigating and 
preventing child abuse and the confidentiality of records containing child abuse information. 

2009 Ill. Laws, SB 807, P.A. 760 
Sec. 7.4: Establishes that the Department of Children and Family Services may implement a five-year demonstration of 
a “differential response program.” Determines that through this program, the department may provide services to any 
child or family after completion of a family assessment, as an alternative to an investigation. States that the program may 
provide, upon receiving a report of suspected child abuse or neglect, a determination to the department about whether to 
conduct a family assessment or an investigation as appropriate to prevent or provide a remedy for child abuse or neglect. 
Defines “family assessment” as a comprehensive assessment of child safety, risk of subsequent child maltreatment and 
family strengths and needs that is applied to a child maltreatment report that does not allege substantial child endanger
ment; “family assessment” does not include a determination as to whether child maltreatment occurred but does deter
mine the need for services to address the safety of family members and the risk of subsequent maltreatment. Establishes 
that once it is determined that a “family assessment” will be implemented, the case shall not be reported to the central 
register of abuse and neglect reports. 
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2009 Ind. Acts, SB 365, P.L. 131 
Section 6: Defines “assessment” as an initial and ongoing investigation or evaluation that includes a review and determi
nation of the safety issues that affect a child, a determination whether child abuse, neglect or maltreatment occurred, and 
a determination of the needs of a child’s family in order for the child to remain in the home safely, return to the home 
safely or be placed in an alternative living arrangement.  

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 1407, Chap. 336 
Requires private schools and church-related schools to turn over records on a child who is the subject of a child abuse 
investigation and to cooperate fully with the investigation. 

2009 Wyo. Sess. Laws, HB 289, Chap. 74 
Provides that if the child protective agency is able to substantiate a case of abuse or neglect, it shall send a notice by 
first-class mail to the last known address of the person suspected of causing the abuse or neglect. The notice shall inform 
the person of his or her right to request a hearing on the agency’s determination before the Office of Administrative 
Hearings. 

2009 Wyo. Sess. Laws, SB 103, Chap. 85 
Establishes that notice be served of child protective proceedings, regarding a child who is alleged to have been abused or 
neglected, to a noncustodial parent or putative father who has not had parental rights to the child removed by a court 
and who is not alleged in the petition to have abused or neglected the child. 

Kinship Care (see also the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008”) 

2009 Ark. Acts, SRB 26 
Requests an interim study of the issue of grandparents raising grandchildren and the feasibility of providing a subsidy to 
low- to moderate-income grandparents raising grandchildren. 

2009 Ark. Acts, SB 350, Act 324 
Repeals the kinship foster care program in the Division of Children and Family Services. 

2009 Fla. Laws, HB 381, Chap. 43 
Creates the “Zahid Jones, Jr., Give Grandparents and Other Relatives a Voice Act.” Requires that the case record of a 
child under supervision or in custody of the Department of Children and Family Services shall be maintained in a com
plete and accurate manner. Determines that all records in a child’s case record must be made available to the child who is 
the subject of the case record and to the child’s caregiver, guardian ad litem or attorney; defines caregiver as parents; legal 
custodians; permanent guardians; foster parents; employees of a residential home, institution, facility or agency at which 
the child resides; and other individuals legally responsible for a child’s welfare in a residential setting. Establishes that in 
court proceedings involving the child in state custody, the department shall notify a relative requesting notification of 
all proceedings. Provides for the establishment of procedures and protocols that serve to advance the continued safety of 
children by acknowledging the valued resource uniquely available through grandparents and relatives of children, and 
establishes a yearly “Grandparents’ and Family Caregivers’ Day.”  

2009 Ill. Laws, HB 2365, P.A. 276 
Creates the Kinship Navigator Act. Defines “kinship care” as the full-time care of children by relatives, members of their 
tribes or clans, grandparents, godparents, stepparents or any adult who has physical custody and a kinship bond. Es
tablishes a program, to be administered through a grant to a not-for-profit organization, to serve as liaison among State 
agencies and groups to promote kinship care and provide diversity services. 
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2009 Ind. Acts, SB 365, P.L. 131 
Section 8: Defines “relative” as a maternal or paternal grandparent, an adult aunt or uncle or any other adult relative 
suggested by either parent of a child. 

2009 Kan. Sess. Laws, SB 109, Chap. 2009-27 
Amends the “Grandparents as Caregivers Act” to include that if a person meets the financial eligibility requirements 
developed by the Secretary, a grandparent shall be eligible to participate in the program if the grandchild is living in the 
grandparent’s home and the child’s income is below the income limit for the household size according to the payment 
standards contained in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Secretary. States that grandparents in the program 
shall continue to receive reimbursement until the child reaches age 19, if such child is in full-time attendance at a sec
ondary school. 

2009 Kan. Sess. Laws, SB 125, Chap. 2009-27 
Amends the “Grandparents as Caregivers Act” to include that if a grandparent meets the financial eligibility require
ments developed by the Secretary, he or she shall be eligible to participate in the program if the grandchild is living in 
the grandparent’s home. 

2009 Kan. Sess. Laws, HB 2511, Chap. 2009-21 
Determines that when a child is placed in the custody of the child’s grandparent, the Secretary shall have the power and 
authority to provide a sufficient amount of reimbursement to the grandparent for the costs of the child’s care, after con
sidering the grandparent’s resources available to meet the needs of the child, except that the amount of reimbursement 
shall not exceed the maximum reimbursement rate that foster care parents receive for the care of the child under similar 
circumstances. 

2009 Md. Laws, HB 689, Chap. 568 
Establishes that, in making a disposition on a child in need of assistance (CINA) petition and determining whether to 
grant custody and guardianship to a relative or non-relative, a disability of the child’s parent, guardian or custodian is 
relevant only to a certain extent. 

2009 Mont. Laws, HB 397, Chap. 196 
Creates a registry for voluntary registration by close relatives for purposes of notifying those relatives when a child that 
is related has been removed from the child’s home by the state. 

2009 Nev. Stats., AB 76, Chap. 145 
Exempts, for the purpose of placing a child, certain relatives from licensure as foster care providers. 

2009 Nev. Stats., SB 342, Chap. 65 
Expands the relatives who receive preference when a child is placed in the custody of a person other than the parent of 
the child by a court, an agency that provides child welfare services or another person. The expanded definition of rela
tives includes any person related within the fifth degree of consanguinity to the child who is suitable and able to provide 
proper care and guidance for the child. 

2009 Nev. Stats., SB 343, Chap. 90 
Expands the relatives who receive preference when a child is placed in the custody of a person other than the parent of 
the child by a court, an agency that provides child welfare services or another person. The expanded definition of rela
tives includes any person related within the fifth degree of consanguinity to the child who is suitable and able to provide 
proper care and guidance for the child. 
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2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 2385, Chap. 856 
Requires the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS), at certain adversary hearings, to file with the court, 
after redacting any Social Security numbers: 

•	 A copy of each proposed child placement resources form, completed by the parent or other person having legal 
custody of the child; 

•	 A copy of any completed home study; and 

•	 The name of the relative or other designated caregiver with whom the child has been placed. 

Requires the DFPS, if the child has not been placed with a relative or other designated caregiver by the time of the hear
ing, to file with the court a statement explaining the reasons why the child has not been placed and the actions the DFPS 
is taking, if any, to place the child with a relative or other designated caregiver. 
Requires a court issuing an appropriate temporary order under the Family Code to require each parent, alleged father or 
relative of the child before the court to complete the proposed child placement resources form provided under the Family 
Code and to file the form with the court, if the form has not been previously filed. 

Requires the DFPS, not later than the 10th day before the date set for a hearing, to file with the court certain documents 
that have not already been filed. The DFPS is not required to file the documents if the child is in an adoptive placement 
or another placement that is intended to be permanent. 

2009 Wash. Laws, SB 5811, Chap. 491 
Requires the court to determine whether placement with a relative or other suitable person is in a child’s best inter
ests and to consider a child’s existing relationships and attachments when determining placement. Establishes that the 
department shall place on the public Web site maintained by the agency a document listing the duties and respon
sibilities that the department has to a child subject to a dependency petition. These include, but are not limited to, 
reasonable efforts made toward reunification of the child with his or her family, sibling visits and parent-child visits. 

Oversight/Administration 

2009 Ariz. Sess. Laws, SB 1285, Chap. 69 
Stipulates that a legislator has standing to bring or join a special action regarding the release of child protective services 
(CPS) information or to challenge the redaction of released CPS information. 

2009 Ark. Laws, SB 815, Act 494 
Extends the operation of the Arkansas Legislative Task Force on Abused and Neglected Children until December 31, 
2010. 

2009 Conn. Acts, HB 5915, P.A. 96 
Directs the Commissioner of Children and Families to submit an annual report that includes the following information 
on children and youth in the custody of the Department of Children and Families: (1) The number and age of such 
children and youth who are living in a psychiatric hospital or out-of-state residential treatment center, the average length 
of stay for such children and youth, the number of children and youth who have overstayed their estimated placement 
time in such placements and an analysis of the reasons for the placements out of state and the overstays; (2) the number 
and age of such children and youth who are runaways or homeless, the number of days that each child or youth has been 
a runaway or homeless and an analysis of the trends related to runaways and homelessness; (3) the number and age of 
children and youth who have a permanency plan of another planned permanent living arrangement and an analysis of 
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the trends related to permanency plans; and (4) the number and age of children and youth who have refused services 
offered by the Department and an analysis of the trends related to participation in services. The Commissioner shall 
conduct case and service reviews for each child in the groups described. 

2009 Conn. Acts, HB 6419, P.A. 194 
Requires a study of issues concerning the transparency and accountability of the Department of Children and Families. 
Determines that the Commissioner of Children and Families shall submit an annual report to the Select Committee of 
the General Assembly on matters related to children in foster care. Requires a determination of measurable outcomes 
for each type of service offered by a private provider in their contract with the Department of Children and Families. 
Establishes a pilot program within the Judicial Department to increase public access to juvenile proceedings. 

2009 Conn. Acts, SB 877 P.A. 205 
Implements the recommendations of the Program Review and Investigations Committee concerning the Department of 
Children and Families by improving the Department’s monitoring and evaluation system. Requires that the Department 
of Children and Families develop a single, comprehensive strategic plan for meeting the needs of children and families 
served by the Department and identify agency goals and indicators of progress in achieving such goals. 

2009 Conn. Acts, SB 789, P.A. 142 
Allows the Department of Children and Families to share limited client information with the Department of Develop
mental Services, which will be used to facilitate enrollment and the planning of services for children in the Department 
of Developmental Services voluntary services program. 

2009 Fla. Laws, SB 126, Chap. 34 
Requires that the case record of a child under supervision or in custody of the Department of Children and Family Ser
vices shall be maintained in a complete and accurate manner. Determines that all records in a child’s case record must be 
made available to the child who is the subject of the case record and to the child’s caregiver, guardian ad litem or attor
ney; defines caregiver as parents, legal custodians, permanent guardians, foster parents, employees of a residential home, 
institution, facility, or agency at which the child resides and other individuals legally responsible for a child’s welfare in 
a residential setting. Revises how long the department shall keep records of cases pertaining to a child and family, until 
the child who is the subject of the record is age 30. 

2009 Ind. Acts, HB 1001 a, P.L. 182 
Creates a Department of Child Services Ombudsman. A person shall be appointed to serve as ombudsman who will 
receive, investigate and resolve complaints that allege that the Department of Child Services failed to protect the physical 
or mental health or safety of any child or failed to follow specific laws, rules or written policies. 

2009 Md. Laws, SB 933, Chap. 629 
Alters the duties of the State Citizens Review Board for Children and local boards of review for children in out-of-home 
care to improve the quality of reviews conducted for children. States that each local board shall review the cases of chil
dren in out-of-home care and report the identification of barriers to achieving timely permanency and the reasonable 
efforts made to promote the child’s relationship with individuals who play a supporting role in the child’s life. Deter
mines that the board shall collect and analyze the results of all case reviews and submit the results and findings to the 
Department of Human Resources on a quarterly basis and make the findings available to the public. 

2009 Md. Laws, SB 421, Chap. 259 
Requires the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to provide to the Executive Director of the Social Services Ad
ministration birth record information for a child born to an individual identified as having had their parental rights 
terminated because of child abuse or neglect. The information must be provided in a central registry, and the executive 
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director must notify the local social services department so that it may review its records and, when appropriate, provide 
an assessment of the family and offer services if needed. 

2009 Md. Laws, HB 1337, Chap. 630 
Alters the duties of the State Citizens Review Board for Children and local boards of review for children in out-of-home 
care to improve the quality of reviews conducted for children. States that each local board shall review children in out-
of-home care and report the identification of barriers to achieving timely permanency, and reasonable efforts made to 
promote the child’s relationship with individuals who play a supporting role in the child’s life. Determines that the Board 
shall collect and analyze the results of all case reviews, submit the results and findings to the Department of Human 
Resources on a quarterly basis, and make the findings available to the public. 

2009 Miss. Laws, HB 665, Chap. 555 
Creates a joint legislative study committee to address child and family issues by creating a youth development program 
and small group homes and community-based programs, and by implementing a statewide youth advisory council. 

2009 Mont. Laws, HB 243, Chap. 190 
Directs the Children’s System of Care Planning Committee to study the system of care for high-risk children with multi-
agency service needs; requires a report to the Legislature. 

2009 Nev. Stats., SB 3, Chap. 452 
Creates the Legislative Committee on Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice. Provides for membership, evaluation and 
review of issues related to child welfare services and juvenile justice in the state. Authorizes the committee to conduct 
investigations, hold hearings and provide for the administration of oaths, the deposition of witnesses and the issuance of 
subpoenas in connection with those investigations and hearings. 

2009 Nev. Stats., SB 344, Chap. 66 
Authorizes the Director of the Department of Health and Human Services to create an interagency committee to evalu
ate the child welfare system. 

2009 Or. Laws, HB 244, Chap. 540 
Requires child services entities to participate in a wraparound initiative for the provision of services to youth identified 
as having been or being at risk of developing emotional, behavioral or substance use-related needs who are involved with 
multiple systems of care. Imposes requirements on state agencies to ensure cultural competence in provision of services 
and to collect and evaluate data; establishes the Children’s Wraparound Initiative Advisory Committee and requires an 
annual report. 

2009 Or. Laws, SB 630, Chap. 707 
Creates the Task Force on Disproportionality in Child Welfare Foster Care for the purpose of studying and addressing 
racial disproportionality in the child welfare foster care system. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 0329, Chap. 87 
Requires the Department of Children’s Services to consistently apply policies, rules and regulations across the state. 
Mandates an annual legislative review of department policies, protocols and procedures. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 0686, Chap. 415 
Requires the Executive Director of the Select Committee on Children and Youth to establish a non-funded, voluntary, 
post-custody services advisory council to identify the effectiveness and use of post-custody services and make recom
mendations for the continued operation of the system of post-custody services and supports. 
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2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, HB 1383, Chap. 487 
Requires the Select Committee on Children and Youth to study the effectiveness of the child protective services system 
and to develop recommendations for its improvement. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 1240, Chap. 171 
Requires a hospital, birthing center, physician, nurse midwife or midwife who provides prenatal care to a pregnant 
woman during gestation or at delivery of an infant to provide the woman and the father of the infant a resource guide. 
The guide will include information in both English and Spanish related to shaken-baby syndrome and the development, 
health and safety of a child from birth until age 5, if the woman is a recipient of Medicaid assistance. 

Provides that certain information must be included in the resource guide. Requires the Health and Human Services 
Commission to develop performance measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the resource guide in reducing costs to the 
state and improving outcomes for children and to submit a report to the legislature on the effectiveness of the guide. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 1646, Chap. 819 
Establishes the Council on Children and Families to coordinate the state’s health, education and human services systems 
to ensure that children and families have access to needed services; improve coordination and efficiency in state agencies, 
advisory councils on issues affecting children, and local levels of service; prioritize and mobilize resources for children; 
and facilitate an integrated approach to providing services for children and youth. 

Requires the council to promote a common vision of desired outcomes for children and youth and of family and com
munity supports, promote shared accountability for outcomes for children and youth, and align allocations of resources 
with policies for children and youth. 

Requires the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), through HHSC’s Office of Program Coordination for 
Children and Youth, to provide administrative support and resources to the council to enable the council to perform its 
duties. Sets forth the required duties of the council. Requires the council to submit a report to the governor, lieutenant 
governor, speaker of the House of Representatives and members of the legislature that contains the requests, plans and 
recommendations of the council. 

Provides that the council is subject to the Texas Sunset Act. Provides that the council is abolished on September 1, 2019, 
unless continued in existence as provided by the Texas Sunset Act. 

2009 Vt. Laws, SB 13, Act 1 
Sec. 49–52a: Requires on or before November 15, 2011, and every 5 years thereafter, the Auditor of Accounts to submit 
to the Senate; to the House Committees on Judiciary, on Corrections and Institutions, on Appropriations, on Educa
tion, and on Human Services; and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare an independent audit that assesses 
the status of the state’s sexual abuse response system, including prevention, criminal investigations, pre-sentence investi
gations and sentencing of offenders, supervision and treatment of offenders, victim and family assistance and treatment 
and training for those working in the system. 

2009 Wash. Laws, HB 2106, Chap. 520 
Requires that the Department of Social and Health Services restructure the administration and delivery of child welfare 
services by converting its current contracts with providers that deliver out-of-home care and case management services 
into performance-based contracts. Creates the Child Welfare Transformation Design Committee to establish a transition 
plan containing recommendations for the provision of child welfare services, including a model for performance-based 
contracts to be used by the department, a method by which clients will access community-based services and methods 
to address the effects of racial disproportionality. 
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2009 Wash. Laws, SB 5811, Chap. 491 
Sec. 11: Provides for the investigation by the ombudsman’s office of allegations of retaliation against a foster parent by 
a department employee. 

Prescription/Medication 

2009 Or. Laws, HB 3114, Chap. 853 
Requires the development of procedures for an assessment by a qualified mental health professional or licensed medi
cal professional prior to the issuance of a prescription to a child in foster care for multiple psychotropic medications. 
Requires an annual review of prescriptions when a child in foster care has more than a specified number of such medica
tions or is under a specified age. Prohibits the prescribing of such medication unless it is used for a medically accepted 
indication that is age-appropriate. 

Prevention, Treatment of Abuse, and Training 

2009 Ill. Laws, HB 30, P.A. 134 
Mandates the Department of Children and Family Services to develop and implement a program of family preserva
tion services designed to support intact foster and adoptive families who are experiencing extreme hardship due to the 
difficulty of caring for a child with a pervasive developmental disorder. Provides that the department shall develop and 
implement a public information campaign regarding such services. 

2009 Ind. Acts, SB 365, P.L. 131 
Establishes that the Department of Child Services is responsible for the cost of treatment or maintenance of a child un
der the department’s custody or supervision who is placed by or with the consent of the Department of Child Services 
in a state institution, only if the costs are reimbursable under the state Medicaid program. 

2009 Iowa Acts, SF 101, Chap. 7 
Establishes a statewide shaken-baby syndrome prevention program to educate parents and persons responsible for the 
care of a child about the dangers to children 3 years of age or younger caused by shaken-baby syndrome and to discuss 
ways to reduce the risks. Allows for voluntary participation by parents and persons responsible for the care of a child. 

2009 Me. Acts, H.P. 882–L.D. 1263, Chap. 204 
Amends the “Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Council” to provide for coordinated community efforts in each 
county to prevent child abuse and neglect through the provision of family-strengthening programs, including, but not 
limited to, public awareness activities, child safety education, parent education, support and information for parents, 
referral to services and training for professionals. Establishes the duties and responsibilities of the council. 

2009 Mont. Laws, SB 442, Chap. 365 
Creates the shaken-baby syndrome education program; requires the preparation and distribution of shaken-baby syn
drome educational materials. 

2009 N.D. Sess. Laws, SB 2355, Chap. 476 
Requires the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to establish a pilot program in the South Central Judicial 
District to provide short-term shelter, and assessment and intervention services for at-risk children and youth. Provides 
that the program must include placement of at-risk children and youth, a professional assessment and family reunifica
tion services as an alternative to foster care or group care. Provides that the shelter facility must be non-secure and ap
proved by the juvenile court. 
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2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 1041, Chap. 1115 
Creates “Jenna’s Law.” Requires each school district to adopt and implement a policy addressing sexual abuse of children 
and that the policy be included in the district improvement plan under Section 11.252 (District-Level Planning and 
Decision-Making) and in any informational handbook provided to students and parents. 

Requires that a policy required by this section address methods for increasing teacher, student and parent awareness of 
issues regarding sexual abuse of children, including knowledge of (1) likely warning signs indicating that a child may 
be a victim of sexual abuse, using resources developed by the Texas Education Agency; (2) actions that a child who is a 
victim of sexual abuse should take to obtain assistance and intervention; and (3) available counseling options for students 
affected by sexual abuse. 

Sets forth the composition and requirements of a task force established under this section to establish a strategy for re
ducing child abuse and neglect and improving child welfare. 

Requires the task force to establish a strategy for reducing child abuse and neglect and for improving child welfare in the 
state. Requires the governor, lieutenant governor and speaker of the House of Representatives to appoint the members 
of the task force by October 1, 2009. Requires the task force, by November 1, 2010, to submit the strategic plan to the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the House of Representatives. Provides that the task force is abolished 
on September 1, 2011. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 1332, Chap. 527 
Requires the Department of State Health Services (DSHS) to establish the Texas Medical Child Abuse Resources and 
Education System (MEDCARES) grant program to award grants for the purpose of developing and supporting regional 
programs to improve the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of child abuse and neglect. 

Authorizes the DSHS to award grants to hospitals or academic health centers with expertise in pediatric health care and 
a demonstrated commitment to developing basic and advanced programs and centers of excellence for the assessment, 
diagnosis and treatment of child abuse and neglect. 

Requires the DSHS to encourage collaboration among grant recipients in the development of program services and 
activities. 

Requires the DSHS executive commissioner to establish an advisory committee to advise the DSHS and the executive 
commissioner in establishing rules and priorities for the use of grant funds awarded through the program. 

2009 Vt. Acts, SB 13, Act 1 
Sec. 2–15: Requires the appropriate legislative committees to develop a comprehensive statewide approach to preventing 
child sexual abuse. Includes a sexual abuse prevention component in all school health curricula and directs the Com
missioner of Education to convene a working group to prepare technical assistance materials that support instruction on 
the sexual abuse prevention component and to provide training on this topic. Requires school boards to ensure that all 
school employees receive orientation on preventing, identifying and reporting child abuse and that parents and caregiv
ers receive information and education about child sexual abuse. Requires that licensed child care facilities ensure that all 
employees receive orientation on preventing, identifying and reporting child abuse. Directs appropriate administrative 
agencies to conduct outreach efforts to raise the awareness of families and communities about child sexual abuse. For
mally establishes the Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Sexual Abuse and its mission. 
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Reporting 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 1715, Act 629 
Requires employees of community-based victim service or mental health agencies, sexual abuse advocates or sexual abuse 
volunteers, rape crisis advocates or volunteers, and victim assistance professionals or volunteers to report suspected abuse 
or neglect. 

2009 Ark. Acts, HB 2271, Act 1409 
Requires sexual abuse advocates and volunteers, rape crisis advocates and volunteers, and child abuse advocates and vol
unteers to report cases of child maltreatment. 

2009 Conn. Acts, SB 1110, P.A. 242 
Adds school superintendents as mandated reporters of child abuse or neglect. 

2009 Me. Acts, H.P. 31-L.D. 427, Chap. 41 
Adds school bus drivers and school bus attendants to the list of those required to report suspected child abuse. 

2009 Or. Laws, HB 2063, Chap. 199 
Adds employees of the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission to the list of persons required to report child 
abuse. 

2009 Or. Laws, HB 2686. Chap. 518 
Adds pharmacists to the list of public and private officials required to report child abuse 

2009 Or. Laws, HB 2987, Chap. 570 
Includes in the definition of child care facility a facility operated as a school-age recorded program (SARP); requires a 
program operator to perform criminal background checks for all staff and makes them mandated child abuse reporters. 

2009 Or. Laws, SB 670, Chap. 708 
Adds physician assistants, osteopathic physicians, naturopathic physicians, podiatric physicians, surgeons, nurse practi
tioners, psychologists, adult foster care providers, audiologists and speech language pathologists to the list of public or 
private officials required to report abuse of an elderly person or child; exempts privileged communications to a psychia
trist or psychologist from the mandatory abuse reporting requirement. 

2009 Tenn. Pub. Acts, SB 324, Chap. 283 
Requires that, if a school teacher, school official or any other school personnel has knowledge or reasonable cause to 
suspect that a child who attends such school may be a victim of child abuse or child sexual abuse and that the abuse oc
curred on school grounds or while the child was under the supervision or care of the school, then the principal or other 
person designated by the school shall verbally notify the parent or legal guardian of the child that a report pursuant to 
this section has been made. 

Residential Treatment/Behavioral Health 

2009 Neb. Laws, LB 603 
Adopts the Behavioral Health Workforce Act and the Children and Family Behavioral Health Support Act. Provides 
coverage under the medical assistance program for community-based secure residential and subacute behavioral health 
services. Makes pregnant women with a family income equal to or less than 185 percent of the Office of Management 
and Budget income poverty guideline eligible for medical assistance. Creates the Family Navigator Program to respond 
to children’s behavioral health needs. 
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2009 Nev. Stats., AB 103, Chap. 2 
Provides for the audit, inspection, review and survey of governmental facilities for children to determine whether such 
facilities adequately protect the health, safety and welfare of the children. Defines governmental facility for children as 
any facility, detention center, treatment center, hospital, institution, group shelter or other establishment that is owned 
or operated by a governmental entity and that has physical custody of children. 

Safe Havens for Infants 

2009 Ariz. Sess. Laws, SB 1326, Chap. 156 
Establishes procedures for private adoption agencies to take custody of newborn infants who are left with safe-haven 
providers. Establishes changes and additions to the safe-haven provider placement protocol for newborn infants left with 
safe-haven providers. 

2009 La. Acts, HB 319, Act 284 
Requires that instruction relative to the state’s safe-haven relinquishment law be provided to students in public secondary 
schools and provides guidelines for such instruction. The law provides a mechanism whereby any parent may relinquish 
the care of an infant who is not more than 30 days old to the state in safety and anonymity and without fear of prosecu
tion. 

Siblings (see also the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008”) 

2009 Colo. Sess. Laws, SB 79, Chap. 59 
Addresses the well-being of children in the foster care system by improving the ability of birth siblings to maintain 
long-term connections. Provides that confidential intermediaries may inspect confidential relinquishment and adoption 
records and post-adoption records if a motion of the court is filed by a former foster child who may or may not have been 
adopted, is age 18 or older, and is searching for a birth sibling. Creates a registry of consenting former foster children 
searching for siblings. 

2009 Wash. Laws, HB 1938, Chap. 234 
Directs the court reviewing and approving an adoption agreement to encourage consideration of providing a post-
adoption contact between siblings who will be separated by the adoption. Requires the court to inquire of attorneys and 
guardians ad litem (GALs) representing children in adoption and other custody matters about the potential benefit of 
continuing contact between siblings and the potential detriment of severing contact. Requires the pre-adoption home 
study report to verify that discussions with adoptive parents included the relevance of sibling relationships. 

Substance Abuse 

2009 N.M. Laws, HB 117, Chap. 2009-259 
Provides that exposing a child to methamphetamine use is prima facie evidence of child abuse. 

2009 Utah Laws, HB 26 
Provides that a person who knowingly or intentionally causes or permits a child or a vulnerable adult to be exposed to, 
inhale, ingest or have contact with a controlled substance, chemical substance or drug paraphernalia is: 

•	 Guilty of a third-degree felony; 

•	 Guilty of a second-degree felony if, as a result of the conduct described above, a child or vulnerable adult suffers 
bodily injury, substantial bodily injury or serious bodily injury; or 
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•	 Guilty of a first-degree felony if, as a result of the conduct described above, a child or vulnerable adult dies. 

Provides an affirmative defense to the crime described above, if the controlled substance is obtained by lawful prescription. 

Transition from Foster Care (see also the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adop
tions Act of 2008” 

2009 Colo. Sess. Laws, SB 104, Chap. 218 
Requires each county or city and county responsible for a youth in foster care to provide that youth with verifiable docu
ments, such as a certified birth certificate and a social security card, on or before the youth’s 18th birthday and at no cost 
to the youth. 

2009 Ill. Laws, HB 529, P.A. 600 
Provides that when parental rights have been terminated for a specified time and the child is age 13 or older and not 
currently in a placement likely to achieve permanency, the Department of Children and Family Services shall make 
reasonable efforts to locate the parent, guardian or legal custodian whose rights were originally terminated and assess the 
appropriateness of them as a placement resource. 

2009 Ill. Laws, HB 4054, P.A. 581 
Creates the Foster Youth Successful Transition to Adulthood Act. Establishes a program of transitional discharge from 
foster care for teen foster children, enabling former foster youths under age 21 who encounter significant hardship upon 
emancipation to reengage with the Department of Children and Family Services and the Family Court to secure essential 
supports and services available to foster youth seeking to learn to live independently as adults. 

2009 Kan. Sess. Laws, SB92, Chap. 2009-26 
Sec. 2: Specifies that when the court acquires jurisdiction over a child in need of care, jurisdiction may continue until 
the child has become age 18, or until June 1 of the school year during which the child becomes age 18 if the child is still 
attending high school, unless there is no court-approved transition plan. In that event, jurisdiction may continue until 
a transition plan is approved by the court or until the child reaches age 21. 

2009 Md. Laws, HB 580, Chap. 681 
Requires the State Medical Assistance Program to provide, subject to the limitations of the state budget and as permitted 
by federal law, comprehensive medical care and other health care services for independent foster care adolescents who 
are not otherwise eligible for program benefits and whose annual household income is at or below a specified percentage 
of the poverty level. Independent foster care adolescents are individuals younger than age 21 who, on their 18th birthday, 
were in state foster care. 

2009 Minn., Laws SB 666, Chap. 106 
Allows foster children between ages 18 and 21 to request, and requires the local agency to develop, a specific plan related 
to the foster child’s vocational, educational, social or maturational needs. The agency must ensure that any foster care, 
housing or counseling benefits are consistent with that plan. 

2009 N.M. Laws, SB 248, Chap. 2009-239 
Includes in the New Mexico Children’s Code that, prior to the foster child’s 18th birthday, the court shall review the 
transition plan and determine whether the department has made reasonable efforts to have a complete transition plan 
for the youth. 
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2009 N.D. Sess. Laws, HB 1044, Chap. 415 
Requires the Department of Human Services to develop or contract for a program providing services to transi
tion-aged youth at risk. Identifies services, including individualized assessments, coordinated services, self-advo
cacy training, vocational rehabilitation, in-home support and independent living skills training. Provides the use 
of a wraparound planning process. Appropriates funds from the general fund for the program and pilot project. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 704, Chap. 96 
Establishes extended jurisdiction over a foster child after the child’s 18th birthday. The bill allows a young adult to 
request a court that has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over the young adult on the day before that person’s 18th 
birthday to render an order extending jurisdiction over the young adult. A “young adult” is an individual between ages 
18 and 21 who is in the conservatorship of the Department of Family Protective Services (DFPS) on the day before the 
individual’s 18th birthday, and after the individual’s 18th birthday, resides in foster care or receives transitional living 
services from the DFPS. 

Stipulates that a young adult who consents to the continued jurisdiction of the court has the same rights as any other 
adult of the same age. If the court finds the young adult to be incapacitated, the court may extend its own jurisdiction 
without the person’s consent to allow the DFPS to refer the young adult to the Department of Aging and Disability Ser
vices (DADS) for guardianship services. The bill prohibits a court from appointing DADS as the managing conservator 
or guardian of a young adult. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, SB 983, Chap. 57 
Requires the Department of Family Protective Services (DFPS) to provide to foster children aging out of the system 
certain documents within 30 days before the date of discharge, including a Department of Public Safety (DPS) personal 
identification certificate or driver’s license, a social security card, and proof of enrollment in Medicaid, if appropriate. 
These documents are in addition to those already required, such as the foster youth’s birth certificate and immunization 
records. In addition, the bill requires the DFPS, in cooperation with the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and DPS, to 
develop a plan to ensure that each foster child in permanent managing conservatorship is provided the opportunity to 
complete a driver’s education course and to obtain a driver’s license before leaving conservatorship. 

2009 Tex. Gen. Laws, HB 1912, Chap. 407 
Creates the Transitional Living Service Program, to include and expand upon the existing Preparation for Adult Living 
program, which eases the transition from foster care to independent living by providing instruction in money manage
ment, job skills, housing and transportation for foster children aging out of the system who are at least 16 years of age. 
The Transitional Living Service Program will assist foster youth or alumni between ages 14 and 21 in obtaining experi
ential life-skills training to improve their transition to independent living. The training will be individually tailored to a 
youth’s skills and abilities and may include practical skills such as grocery shopping, meal preparation and cooking, using 
public transportation, performing basic household tasks and balancing a checkbook. 

Tribes (see also the section “Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008”) 

2009 Cal. Stats, AB 1325, Chap. 287 
Requires the juvenile court and social workers to consider and recommend tribal customary adoption as an additional 
permanent placement option, without termination of parental rights, for a dependent child. Establishes that a tribal 
customary adoption order has the same force and effect as an order of adoption. Requires the Judicial Council to adopt 
rules and necessary forms to implement tribal customary adoption as a permanent plan for Indian children. 

2009 Wis. Laws, SB 288, Act 94 
Incorporates jurisdictional provisions of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act and its minimum standards for custody 
proceedings into the provisions of the Children’s Code related to children in need of protection or services, termination 
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of parental rights, foster care, adoption proceedings, out-of-home placement and provisions of the Juvenile Justice Code 
services proceedings, other than proceedings based on the commission of a crime or emergency removal from the home. 
Includes expert witnesses. 

Workforce 

2009 Colo. Sess. Laws, SB 164, Chap. 276 
Creates the child welfare training academy in the Department of Human Services to ensure that persons hired to work 
within child welfare services receive the necessary training to perform the functions of their job effectively and respon
sibly. 

2009 Md. Laws, SB 83, Chap. 360 
Requires the Secretary of Human Resources to develop standards that will allow newly hired individuals who have 
documented casework experience or hold appropriate State licensure to test out of the mandated pre-service training 
program. The law is designed to allow these workers and supervisors to carry a full caseload more quickly. 
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